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From Your Pastor                    Easter is an Everyday Affair 
 

Why am I having such a difficult time sitting down at my laptop to write words about 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead? Perhaps it is because the resurrection and the 
dependence on modern technology seem somewhat incompatible.  In his famous essay 
“New Testament and Mythology,” Rudolf Bultmann asked how modern people could 
possibly believe in miracles in the age of the “wireless”?  We could update that query 
using “wireless computer” instead. This calls to mind Northrop Frye’s comment that 
whenever an argument is prefaced by the word “modern” as in “modern psychology” or 
“modern science tells us,” we can be sure that what follows will be about 100 years   
out–of–date. 
 

The problem is not modern technology, or that we are living in modern times which 
seems to stand against an honest belief in miracles. If there is an issue with the          
resurrection, for me, it is in the fact that words, written or spoken, can never do justice 
to the miracle that changed history not to mention transform lives   I started writing a 
simple piece on the reality of Easter – words about the resurrection - but what I am 
finding is that Easter can hardly be expressed apart from the worshiping community. 
 

Resurrection needs a backdrop of smoke and incense, bread and wine, trumpets and 
loud alleluias, murmurs of greeting and shouts of joy, dazzling colors and gaudy     
flowers. Richard Cook, in arranging flowers each Easter for our sanctuary says that if 
you can’t be just a little bit gaudy with the flowers at Easter, when can you be?        
Resurrection is about real people, including little boys in bow ties and sweet girls’ 
overly frilly dresses and patent leather shoes, joining a worshiping community in an 
“over the top” celebration of an event that continues to change our world. You do not 
sit at a computer and tap our “He is Risen!” You perform it. The church enacts it. 
 

But who can prove that it really happened?  The pagan writer Celsus complained that 
everybody saw Jesus die, but only a crazed woman and a few fanatics saw him alive 
again. Every Easter someone asks in an adult discussion class why the risen Christ did 
not appear to Caiaphas (the Jewish high priest) or Pilate, the implication being that such 
an appearance would have cleared up a lot of misunderstandings. If the resurrection 
were meant to be a historically verifiable occurrence, God would not have performed it 
in the dark without any eye witnesses. “Were you there when God raised him from the 
tomb?” the old spiritual asks. No, in fact, we were not. No one was. Not a single Gospel 
tells us how it happened. We do not know if it was a typically warm Palestinian     
morning or unseasonably cool.  But the church proclaims it is reality. 
 

For me, the reality of Jesus’ victory over death is practiced every day by the church in 
nursing homes, in feeding the hungry, in not ignoring the homeless, in caring for the 
sick, and yes, even standing in cemeteries. The resurrection is seen in the love shared in 
our congregation, in our celebratory worship, in our caring for one another. I do not 
doubt the power of the resurrection of Jesus. It is played out every day in our inclusive 
community of grace. 
 

We will enact a celebration of Easter this April 12 with much pomp and soaring       
anthems and loud proclamations of hope. It will, as always at Southside, be a beautiful 
experience. On Monday, the church begins again, to live the Easter message. 
 

I enjoy being your pastor, especially in the Easter season. 
Steve 

Calendar of Events 
Apr. 5    Palm Sunday 
Apr. 5    Wellness Program 
Apr. 5    Jazz Vespers 5:30 
Apr. 7    Shepherd Center 
     Mtg in Drennen  
Apr. 8    Passover 
Apr. 9    Maudy Thursday 
      Service 6 pm 
Apr. 10  Good Friday  
      Service 6 pm 
Apr. 11   Easter Egg Hunt at 
      Jonathan Sexton’s 
       Home 1-3 pm 
Apr. 12   Easter Sunday 
Apr. 15   Called Church Conf. 
Apr. 16   Baptist Alliance  
      Meeting—Apr. 18 
Apr. 19   Executive   12:15 
      Committee Meeting 
Apr. 20   Deacon’s Meeting 
       6:00 pm 
Apr. 23   Community Hospice 
        of America dinner 
Apr. 26   Kairos Dinner 
Apr. 26   Ramsey Spring  
      Concert 6 pm 
May 3     Jazz Vespers  
      Outdoors 1 1/2 hour 

 

MENUS FOR APRIL 
 

April 1 
Baked Ziti, Salad, Garlic 
Bread and Birthday Cake 

 

April 8 
Soup, Salad, Corn Bread, 

Pizza for kids, Easter Cup-
cakes 

 

April 15 
Salisbury Steak, Rice, Squash 

Croquettes, Salad,  
Buttermillk Pie 

 

April 22 
Greek Baked Chicken,  
Spinach, Risotto, Salad,  

Fudge Pie 
 

April 29 
Fried Catfish nuggets, Baked 

Tilapia, Cole Slaw, Baked 
Beans, Peach Cobbler 
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SSBC Financials for Period April 2008 - February 20 09    

       

 
February 

Actual 
February 
Budget  

April -  

February  

Actual 

April -  

February 
Budget 

YTD  

Variance 
Annual 
Budget  

Revenues       2008  
Tithes 26758  41666  512157  458326 53831  500000  
Income from Ministries 5343  5250  59104  57750 1354  63000  
Trust Income 2721  15416  163687  169576 (5889) 185000  
Interest    0 0  0  
Other 1015  833  13504  9163 4341  10000  
Total Revenue 35837  63165  748452  694815 53637  7 58000  

        
Expenses         
Missions 1520  1833  19738  20163  (425) 22000  
Office & Printing 2305  3833  53305  42163  11142  46000  
Building           utilities 10160  8833  110334  97163  13171  106000  
     "      maintenance 2676  4042  51412  44462  6950  48500  
     "             insurance 0  2708  27180  29788  (2608) 32500  
    "    miscellaneous 3068  1067  14849  11737  3112  12800  
food costs 2326  1917  22620  21087  1533  23000  
food income (2640) (1500) (17982) (16500) (1482) (18000) 
Building Personnel 4051  5183  56638  57017  (379) 62200  
Worship and Music 1516  2000  14749  22000  (7251) 24000  
Christian Growth (1088) 1249  15316  13739  1577  15000  
Ministerial & Support 29095  35500  385096  390500  (5404) 426000  
Total Expenses 52989  66665  753255  733319  19936  800000  

        
Operating Deficit Budgeted  (3500)  (38500)  (42000) 
Actual Operating Surplus/ (Deficit) (17152)   (4803)     

As anticipated, giving in February was not strong enough to prevent our small year to date surplus from 
swinging into a deficit.  The good news is that through eleven months, that deficit is only $4,803. This is 
substantially better than the deficit of $38,500 we budgeted for the first eleven months of fiscal year 2008.   
 

This excellent year-to-date improvement has been the direct result of the intentional giving responses you 
are making to meet the needs of this church and those we serve. It is still too early to tell how we will    
finish the 2008 fiscal year.  Last March, we saw a pickup in giving to finish the year.  Hopefully, we were 
fortunate this March as well.  I will be reporting the full year results to you in the near future. 
 

It is now time to turn our attention to the 2009 fiscal year which has just begun.  The Finance Committee 
will be finalizing its 2009 budget recommendation soon after the full year 2008 results are available. On 
the evening of April 22, I will present the Finance Committee’s 2009 budget recommendation at the 
Church Conference for its consideration and approval. I hope you will be able to attend, acquaint yourself 
with the 2009 budget proposal, as well as give your advice and vote of approval. 
 

In the meantime, please maintain your commitment to giving. The Finance Committee and Staff pledge to 
continue to look for ways to save on expenses so that everything possible flows from your giving to meet 
the needs both within and outside our walls. 
Thank you. 
 

Jim Furr 
Chair, Finance Committee 



 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Volunteers are needed to help carry out several ministries of the church.  Please look at the list of ministries needing vol-
unteers immediately and prayerfully consider how you can be involved as we all minister to our community and beyond. 
You may contact the church office for more details or leave your name to be contacted by one of the coordinators or a 
member of the church staff. 

 

 
 

These are only a few of the many ministries of SSBC, if you have an interest or skill in some area and would like to    
volunteer please contact the church office and you will be placed in contact with someone who can help you connect 
with the right ministry coordinator. 

Clothes Closet Individuals to sort and prepare clothes for clients. 
(Can be done most anytime a volunteer can work. 

Food Bank Assist Food Bank Service Group with Food distribution every Tuesday 6:30 
-7:30 am. 
Coordinator: Brent Thompson 

The Table Help with the preparation and serving of Food at the Fire House Shelter on 
Sunday afternoon once every 4-6 weeks. 
Coordinator: Wanda Cantrell 

Building Painting and Repair Improve interior appearance of building by helping with minor repairs and/
or painting areas that need a fresh coat of paint. (Done in conjunction with 
the church facilities and utilization committee) 
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April is a busy time in the musical life at Southside:  Jazz Vespers, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and 
Easter.  Each of these events promise to bring best offerings from musicians at Southside.  I hope if you are 
touched or inspired by any of the music during this month you will let one of the singers or ringers know.   
 

Sanctuary Choir Schedule: 
Wednesday April 1(No this is Not April Fools) Rehearsal 7:00-8:45 
 

Palm Sunday April 5, 2009 - Call Time 10:15 a.m. 
            Choral Anthems:  Worthy To Be Praised 
                                          When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
            Handbell Anthem: Hosanna Loud Hosanna 
 

Wednesday April 8, 2009 7:00-8:45 (In Sanctuary at 7:00 with Brass) 
 

Good Friday April 10, 2009 (Call Rehearsal 5:30) 
            Choral Anthems:  Surely He Hath Borne Our Grief, from Messiah, Handel 
                                          Crucifixus, from B Minor Mass, Bach 
Easter Sunday April 12, 2009 - Called Rehearsal is 10:00 
            Choral Anthems:   Glorious Everlasting, Thomas Cousins 
                                          Hallelujah, from Messiah, Handel 
        
Dear Singers, 
Please note some of the earlier times.  These earlier times are planned to eliminate the need for any extra   
rehearsals.  Plan your other activities to make sure you are in place and ready to warm-up and sing at the 
scheduled time.   
 

Southside Ringers will ring in worship on Palm Sunday  
*Warm-up time 8:45 Setup, 9:00 Play 
 

JAZZ VESPERS 
Sunday, April 5, 2009 at 5:30 - What a great way to end your Palm Sunday! 
This month features our fantastic Jazz Vespers Band.   
 

Next Month - MAY JAZZ VESPERS will be outside on 10th Court. 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday, Jazz Vespers 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, April 8 No dinner or prayer service. Choir will  meet. 
Thursday April 9 Maundy Thursday dinner and communion service in Drennen Hall 6:00pm. 
Friday April10, Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 6:00 pm, Sanctuary 
Sunday, April 12 Easter. 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

Join your church family on Thursday, April 12 for a simple dinner and Maundy Thursday 
communion service in Drennen Hall at 6:00.   “Maundy” is taken from the Latin “mandatum” 
meaning commandment as Jesus tells us “a new commandment I give you, that you love one 
another.” We will remember Jesus’ words at his last supper and we will share communion 
around the tables in a special way. There is no charge for the simple meal. 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service April 10 
 

Tenebrae means “shadows” and this service, as is our tradition, will explore the darkness of 
Good Friday. We will read the passages of the last hours of Jesus’ life and we will put 
ourselves in those shadows as we walk the way of the cross. The service begins at 6:00 pm. 

Keep up with all that is happening at Southside Baptist 
Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site southsidebirmingham.org and 
view all the information currently available. The home page 
now features member login to AccessACS, a feature that     
allows you access to an online directory of current SSBC 
members, Sunday School classes, to view your personal      
profile, and to update your profile with information such as a 
change of address or phone number.  If you have not set up 
your member login, go to the SSBC web site, click on the 
member login button and you will be directed to the login 
page for AccessACS. Follow the set up instructions on this 
page. If you have difficulty gaining access, email Tim Kelley 
at tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org and a user ID and login 
password will be emailed to you. 

Missions Offering 
 

Your current envelope packet contains an envelope for Global    
Missions 2009. Your participation in this offering helps support and 
provides resources for missionaries around the world. Missionaries 
like Mike and Rita Sample, who seek to be the presence of Christ to 
refugees in Fremont California by: 

· Assisting refugees and immigrants with immigration papers 

· Providing household supplies to new comers 

· Connecting church members and newcomers 
Help to facilitate worship resources for Afghan Congregations. 
 

This year’s offering will also be used to help support the work of 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship missionaries in their work with the 
Berbers in North Africa. In California, North Africa,  and all other 
places CBF missionaries seek to be the presence of Christ as they 
work to share the love of God will all of those they encounter.  
Please respond to these mission efforts as you are lead. 



APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Jennifer Chu    4/2 
Virginia Phillips   4/4 
Ann Reese     4/4 
April Parsons    4/5 
Paul Pratt     4/5 
Phil Standridge   4/5 
Gloria Goode    4/6 
Mildred Hard    4/7 
Beth Nigri     4/7 
Marc Smith     4/7 
Neil Tyson     4/7 
Jerry Handley    4/8 
Charles Hill    4/8 
Rita Richards    4/8 
Doug Yarbrough   4/8 
Mayme Mead    4/9 
Lauren Hovey    4/11 
Tammy Chang    4/11 
Sarah Jane Wood   4/11 
Cleveland Kinney  4/12 
Dwayne Johnson   4/13 
Anthony Concepcion 4/14 
Marie Doughton   4/14 
Hayden Lily Hartsell 4/15 
Lula Henry     4/15 
Melba Hughes    4/15 
Nancy Cook    4/16 
William Fulcher   4/18 
Lura McMillan   4/18 
Merrie Ramp    4/18 
Mickey Trimm   4/18 
W.D. Peeples    4/19 
Richard Turner   4/19 
Melissa Bender   4/21 
Darlene Green    4/24 
Laura Covington   4/26 
Wanda Banks    4/27 
Randy Davis    4/27 
Kay Oppenheim   4/29 
Anna Ruth Williams  4/29 

MAY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Randy Hardigree  5/1 
Michael Casey   5/2 
Mary Harrell      5/2 
Andrew Guffin  5/3 
Emily Holladay  5/5 
Margaret Murphy  5/5 
Carol Jones    5/6 
Bobby Owens   5/6 
Janelle Dixon   5/7 
Kenny Glenn   5/7 
John Kinney   5/7 
Eugenia Lin   5/8 
Tim Banks    5/9 
Meng-Leong Lee  5/10 
Ginger Aaron   5/11 
Lee Wise    5/11 
Joe Dixon    5/12 
Claire Gamble   5/12 
James Shepard   5/12 
Allison Griffeth  5/13 
Rodney Allen   5/14 
Mark Watts    5/17 
Carol Brock   5/19 
Michael Goldberg 5/19 
Kierra Goins   5/22 
Valerie Abbott   5/23 
Vince Vosteen   5/23 
Tondee Blalock  5/24 
Charles Lewis   5/25 
Fran Coker    5/26 
Karine Kersh   5/27 
Bonnie Zarzaur  5/27 
Thelma Mattison  5/29 
Aleesa Naish   5/29 
Susan Perrin   5/29 
Earl Richards   5/31 

PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL     
ADDRESS IF YOU HAVE ONE.  
WE CAN SAVE PAPER AND 
POSTAGE AND YOU WILL GET A 
WEEKLY COLUMNS AND THE 
MONTHLY COLUMNS. 

Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on the     
communion table for Sunday       
worship in honor of or in 
memory of loved ones by  
calling the Church   Office. It 
is important to call early for 
certain dates are already 
booked. 

 

Wellness Program: 
 

On April 5 we will have the next 
session of Lunch and Learn.  At 
12:15 we will have a lite lunch.  
Our program for the day will be 
brought by Rosetta Richards and 
Jerrie McCurry.   After lunch we 
will participate in our walking 
program.  You will have the 
choice of walking in the gym or 
in the neighborhood.  We need 
you to RSVP to Rosetta Richards 
at 205-401-1825 or call the 
Church      Office at 933-8381.  
This will let us know how many 
boxed lunches to order.   
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Our Mission �
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Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 
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