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    From Your Pastor                            The Love of God Organized 

Calendar of Events 
 

Aug. 2   Regular Sunday    
     Schedule  Returns 
Aug. 5   Regular Wednesday  
         Schedule Returns 
Aug. 9   Sunday School  
         Promotion Day 
Aug. 9   Reception for Rusty 
          Bennett in Dillard 
         Lobby following the 
         Worship Service 
Aug. 16 Executive Committee 
          Meeting 
Aug. 17 Deacon’s Meeting 
Aug. 26 Trustee’s Meeting 
         Church Conference 
              New Wednesday  
     Bible Study starts 
         “Drowning in Shallow 
              Water” Colossians 

�

Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on 
the communion table for 
Sunday worship in honor of 
or in memory of loved ones 
by calling the Church       
Office. It is important to call 
early for certain dates are 
already booked. 

�

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will not 
be meeting during the summer 
months due to the new summer 
schedule.  We will resume in 
September. 
 

BAPTIST HAPPY HOUR! 
Thursday, August 13th 
 5:30 pm ROJO in the  

side room 
 

FOOD BANK needs rice 
and dried beans in 1 pound 
bags to               supplement 
what they have on hand.  
Also      paper grocery 
bags. 
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Lectio Divina is an ancient practice of praying the scripture, the term literally 
meaning “divine reading.” During lectio divina, the practitioner   listens to the 
text with the “ear of the heart” as if he or she is in conversation with God. The 
method of lectio divines includes moments of reading, reflecting on,          
responding to and resting in The Word of God. Lectio divina cultivates     
contemplative prayer and has become popular again with Christians of all  
denominations who seek a deeper devotional experience. While primitive 
camping on a quiet deserted shore this summer, I incorporated a form of this 
ancient practice and spent some time with my second favorite parable of    
Jesus, the Good Samaritan. I gave focus on what this story means to the 
Church and in particular Southside Baptist. 
 

The story makes the point that to find God you need seek no further than your 
nearest neighbor’s need. To know God is to care for your neighbor. To a great 
many institutions this is a foreign notion. Most institutions don’t bleed when 
they hurt; they know no shame. But churches bleed for the world. In the mind 
of our Master, as the story of the Good Samaritan makes clear, caring is the 
greatest thing.  To Jesus, who told the story, the integrity of love and caring is 
more important than the purity of dogma. Mirroring Jesus, St. Paul insists: 
“even if I understand all mysteries and all knowledge, even if I give all that I 
have to the poor, but have not love, I gain nothing.”  
 

So a church, any church, at its best represents not dogma in search of         
obedience, but love in search of form. Everything we do in our church,  
Southside Baptist, from the prayer cards to the meetings of the trustees,  from 
theological reflection to the weekly feeding of the hungry, we do for one   
reason alone: to show the love of God that we understand through Jesus. I am 
not suggesting that dogma is not important. “Dogmatic” is bad and so is being 
doctrinaire, but dogma and doctrine are good, even essential.   William Sloane 
Coffin used to say that dogma and doctrine are good as long as they are    
signposts and not hitching posts. Only love is absolute. The story of the Good 
Samaritan says to us that just as Jesus is God’s love personified, so the 
Church is God’s love organized.  This is some of what I came to know 
through lectio divina with the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
 

While our congregational schedule has enjoyed some summer Sabbath, we 
have hardly been idle. A great deal of preparation and planning has taken 
place this summer for the coming year. We have had good worship and     
Bible study in June and July, and the world did not end because of the time 
change. We have enjoyed good fellowship. I am looking forward to Sundays 
and Wednesdays this fall as we continue to be the organized love of God. 
 

I enjoy being your pastor, 
 
Steve 



  
 

Fall Wednesday Bible Study: 
 

Drowning in Shallow Water: The Hope of Colossians for Today’s Culture 
 

Our Wednesday Bible studies for this fall will feature an in depth look at Paul’s letter to the Colossians with strong      
applications for Christian living today. The text is written by Timothy L. Owens and will be available for purchase but it 
is not necessary for the study. The study begins August 19. 
 

Mid-Week Theologians This September       
 

You are invited to share in a special study group called the Mid- Week Theologians on the five Wednesday 
evenings of September at 7:15 in the parlor. The focus of discussion will be William P. Young’s novel The 
Shack which takes a unique view of faith and God in the form of a fictional story.  The group will be limited 
to twelve participants. It will be led by Steve Jones. Participants are responsible for securing and reading the 
shack. All other materials will be furnished. Sign up through the church office. 

Southside Welcomes the Samford University Bulldog Football Team 
 

Sunday, August 23, Southside will host head coach Pat Sullivan and the 2009 Samford Bulldog  
football team for worship and lunch following.  Our historic connection to Samford makes this a 
special event for Southside. If you would join our service group in working on this event, contact 
the church office. 
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SSBC Financials for Period June FY 2009 

In June, the church moved into a small deficit YTD and fell $19,000 below June’s budget for 
revenues.  June’s giving shortfall leaves us $28,000 below our revenue budget for April-June 
year to date. 
 

Expenses are tracking in line with our expectations and the budget, both for June and the April-
June period.  Everything is good on this front. With expenses under control, the burden falls on 
revenues to be at least equal to last year’s in order for us to repeat our 2008 success of          
balancing the budget. 
 

We encourage all who can to increase and/or accelerate your giving plans.  Last year in June, 
we had a wonderful response to our call for increased giving.  It was the pivotal response in our 
campaign to eliminate our 2008 deficit – which we did!!! 
 

Your responsiveness will help us address this shortfall proactively - let’s see what we can do. 
                    Jim Furr 

         Chair, Finance Committee 

      

       

 

June  

Actual June Budget 
YTD April-

June 
YTD April-

June Budget 

Variance  
YTD (over/

under 
Budget) 

2009 FY 
Budget  

Revenues         
Tithes 31515  47917  115015  143750  (28735) 575000  
Income from Ministries 3796  5738  17275  17213  63  68850  
Trust Income 57588  57932  63771  63374  397  170000  
Interest      0  
Other 960  1292  3834  3875  (41) 15500  
Total Revenue 93858  112878  199895  228211  (28317) 829350  

        
Expenses         
Missions 2083  2083  6263  6250  (13) 25000  
Office & Printing 4835  4382  15614  14346  (1268) 54085  
Building           utilities 10823  8400  24184  23520  (664) 112000  
     "      maintenance 3108  4113  13230  14088  858  56350  
     "             insurance 250  250  9632  9800  168  25000  
    "    miscellaneous 1631  1308  3687  3925  238  15700  
food costs 1535  2083  5986  6250  264  25000  
food income (1576) (1734) (5129) (5202) (74) (19500) 
Building Personnel 4932  5368  16275  16104  (171) 64415  
Worship and Music 1352  1500  6495  4500  (1995) 18000  
Christian Growth 721  1088  3251  4579  1328  17000  
Ministerial & Support 30721  31947  100731  102774  2043  436300  
Total Expenses 60416  60789  200218  200933  715  8 29350  
Operating Deficit Budgeted      0  
Actual Operating Surplus/ (Deficit) 33442  52089  (324) 27278  (27602)  
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We are planning a trip to the Atlanta 
Aquarium and Coco Cola Museum on 
August 20.  If you would like more         
information, please  contact Peggy 
Gentry (591-5039) by August 10.  She 
has to have an exact number before   
ordering tickets.   

~~Report from the Christian Growth Council~~   
 

We had a busy month in Christian Growth during July. On July 9th we had another Baptist Happy 
Hour at Rojo with 35 people in attendance. This is a great time for fellowship and fun with your 
church family. The next BHH is scheduled for August 13th, in the side room at Rojo, so please 
make plans to come and have some fun.  
 

On July 11th the Softball Team had their end of the year party at Smith Lake and they ended their 
season with a +500 record. We will be recognizing the softball team Sunday August 2nd during 
worship.  
 

On July 18th we had the Children's Day at Hargis Retreat. There were 11 children there with the 
focus on Christ being the light of the world. The children made candles, stain glass artwork, sang 
songs, had story time, and even swam. Thanks to all the volunteers who participated and made 
this day a great success. 
 

And, things are not slowing down now... We are starting a new program on Wednesday nights in 
August for our children. They will be alternating weeks between music, drama, art, and Bible    
lessons. There will be a program at the end of the semester to show off their hard work. 
 

We also have Promotion Sunday August 9th. We have a few children who will be joining the   
congregation in the sanctuary during worship. We will be recognizing them on this day during 
worship and giving them a Bible. All of the children will be promoted during Sunday school to their 
new rooms and new teachers. This is always an exciting time in the life of the children, please 
make sure that they are there and get to participate in this awesome event.  We would like to also 
thank all the teachers who worked so hard to make last year a wonderful success. 
 

There are many activities and opportunities for adults as well in the Christian Growth Council. 
Find your spot and bring a friend along with you!  



PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL     
ADDRESS IF YOU HAVE ONE.  
WE CAN SAVE PAPER AND 
POSTAGE AND YOU WILL GET 
A WEEKLY COLUMNS AND 
THE MONTHLY COLUMNS. 

Keep up with all that is happening at Southside Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site southsidebirmingham.org and view all of the information currently available. 
The home page now features member login to AccessACS, a feature that allows you access to an online 
directory of current SSBC members, Sunday School classes. It also allows you to view your personal    
profile, and to update it with information such as a change of address or phone number.  If you have not set 
up your member login, go to the SSBC web site, click on the member login button and you will be directed 
to the login page for AccessACS. Follow the set up instructions on this page. If you have difficulty gaining 
access, email Tim Kelley at telley@southsidebirmingham.org and a user ID and login password will be 
emailed to you. 

AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Cameron Shepard  8/2 
Meredith Horne  8/5 
Carolyn Cason   8/6 
Julie Kim    8/6 
Tracey Nicholson  8/6 
Misha Greene   8/7 
Marcie Smith   8/8 
Norman Snell   8/8 
Bonnie Lessman  8/9 
Lois Driver    8/11 
Dawn Kelley   8/11 
Martha Layne   8/11 
Elizabeth Usher  8/14 
Jack Dixon    8/16 
Michael Gill   8/17 
Jonathan Sexton  8/17 
Josh Baker    8/19 
Rhiannon Bowers  8/20 
Shaun Ramey   8/20 
Kathleen Saab   8/20 
Bill Maynord   8/21 
Frances Woods  8/21 
Edd Dover    8/22 
Ann Harper    8/24 
Tim Moore    8/24 
Terri Staples   8/24 
Patrick Murphy  8/28 
Vic Nigri    8/28 
Brenda Tidwell  8/29 
Nadine Cook   8/31 
Marilyn Shepard  8/31 

SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Sam Freeman   9/1 
Kevin Thomas   9/2 
Carla Woods   9/2 
Shawn Copeland  9/3 
Debbie Hall   9/4 
Carl Lessman   9/4 
Jeff Worrell   9/4 
Billie Hanson   9/5 
Joyce Thompson  9/5 
Laura Graves   9/9 
Bill Gates    9/10 
Ernesteen Jones  9/10 
Teri Smith    9/14 
Jeff Patterson   9/16 
Candy Furr    9/19 
Sue Ellen Chang  9/21 
Reed Coker    9/21 
Paige Sharp   9/21 
Randy Wilson   9/21 
Peggy Gentry   9/22 
Taylor Hanson   9/22 
Don Hines    9/22 
Bea Crowell   9/23 
Adam Edwards  9/23 
Sandra Taylor   9/24 
Elizabeth Benfield 9/25 
Mark Chou    9/25 
Julie Graham   9/27 
Henry Hobson   9/27 
George Davis   9/28 
Jeannie Branham  9/30 
India Ramey   9/30 

Menus for August 
 
August 5th         

Meat Loaf             
Mashed Potatoes        
Green Beans         
Salad Rolls          
Birthday Cake         
 

The Korean Church will be  
selling egg rolls in the Dining  
Room for one of their missions.  
 
August 12th          

Fried Chicken         
Fried Okra          
Black Eyed Peas        
Corn Bread and Rolls       
Salad            
Peach Cobbler         
 
August 13th 
Shrimp Fettuccini 
Or Chicken Fettuccini 
Mixed Vegetables 
Salad / Rolls 
Chocolate Cake 
 
August 26th 
Port Tenderloin 
Rice 
Spinach 
Salad 
Rolls 
Chess Pie 
 





Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help carry out several ministries of the church.  Please look at the list of ministries needing volun-
teers immediately and prayerfully consider how you can be involved as we all minister to our community and beyond. You 
may contact the church office for more details or leave your name to be contacted by one of the coordinators or a member of 
the church staff. 

 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR CLEAN CHOIR ROBES  
During the month of July Brian White spear headed the task of having all the choir robes dry cleaned   
including the ministerial robes.  From a distance one may not realize just how dirty the robes had become, 
but up close .    Brian,  THANK YOU!  
 

Sanctuary Choir Resumes normal rehearsal on Wednesday August 5, 2009 7:15-8:45 p.m.  The   
beginning of a new year is always a good time to join, or re-join.  
 

Martinson Scholars 
Southside Baptist Church is very fortunate to have a scholarship program that supports the study of music 
for area college/university music students.  As part of the requirements of this scholarship,  recipients  
participate in the music ministry program at Southside Baptist Church by singing in the Sanctuary Choir 
and helping out with other musical offerings at SSBC. 
 

The 2009-2010 Martinson Scholars: 
1.  Laura Graves (music assistant)  Samford University 
2.  Zach Banks, University of Montevallo 
3.  Patrick Jones, University of Montevallo 
4.  Tiffany Griffin, University of Montevallo 
5.  Devin Burton, University of Montevallo 
6.  Joanne Eve Derkach, University of Montevallo 
7.  John Woods, University of Alabama 
 

Southside Ringers - Will resume rehearsals the Wed. after Labor Day.   
 

Clothes Closet Individuals to sort and prepare clothes for clients.  Men’s coat hangers 
(Can be done most anytime a volunteer can work. 

Food Bank Assist Food Bank Service Group with Food distribution every Tuesday 6:30 -7:30 am. 
Coordinator: Brent Thompson 

Perry County Mission Trip 
  

The Perry County summer mission trip, July 9-11, was a great experience for all that made 
the trip Marion, AL. Working along side fellow Southsiders and individuals with the Self 
Help Housing project, we learned a great deal about one another as we focused our efforts 
on building one of the houses made possible through this program. We were truly blessed 
through this process as we represented Southside by doing our best to be the presence of 
Christ in this community. Thanks to all of you who supported this work with your prayers 
and your gifts, and thanks to all who gave your time to be on mission in Perry County.  
Those on the mission team were: Ginger Aaron, April Brush, Cathy Coker, Darlene Green, 
Steve Jones, Annah Kelley, Dawn Kelley, Tim Kelley, Kevin Pruitt, Larry Thompson, 
Cindy Tipton, and Jeff Worrell. 

Tentative  plans are to return to Marion, the 2nd Saturday of October and November.  We are currently awaiting confirmation 
of those dates by the project coordinators. Please give prayerful consideration to joining us when we return to partner with 
our neighbors in Perry county. 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 

�

�

 

 

 

August 2009 


