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    From Your Pastor                   Calendar of Events 
 

Nov. 22    “Pot Luck” Luncheon 12:15 
Nov. 25    Community  
                 Thanksgiving Service 
Nov. 26-27 Office Closed for Holiday 
Nov. 28    BHN Gift Wrapping at 
        Brookwood Mall 
Dec. 4  Parents Night Out  5:30 pm 
Dec. 10-11 Trip to Pigeon Forge and  
        Dollywood 
Dec. 12  Wellness Program  
Dec. 13 Vivaldi’s Gloria during  
   worship.  Southside Baptist 
   Sanctuary Choir, Soloists  
   and Orchestra 
Dec. 19    BHN Gift Wrapping at 
            Brookwood Mall 
Dec. 20-26 Temple Emanu EL hosting 
   BHN at Southside 
Dec. 22 7 am Breakfast for Food 
   Bank clients 
Dec. 24-25 Office Closed for Holiday 
  
�

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will be         
continuing this month.  We will meet 
on Saturday, December  12 at IHOP in 
Irondale and then go to Ruffner   
Mountain.  
 
 

BAPTIST HAPPY HOUR! 
Thursday, December 10th 

 5:30-7:30 pm ROJO 
 

 
Pledges made through 
October 2009:         $   369,059.00 
 
Pledges Received: 
   October            $        4592.00  
    
       Year to Date     $     87,267.00    
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Walk in the Light of the Lord   
  

There is much of our cultural   
observance of Christmas that I 
have come to dread each year, 
and as my years increase the 
sense of dread increases      
proportionally as Christmas 
approaches.   It is not that I do 
not love Christmas, I do. It is 
just that Christmas has become 
so     massive, with layer upon 
layer of expectation, that the 
simplicity of the Christ event is 
lost in all the shuffle.  They 
say, and I said it myself in 
younger years, that when one 
dreams of returning to a      
simpler time, you are becoming  
quite old and way too sentimental.  
Perhaps that is true. 
 

What I am longing for in Christmas is a reemergence of a sense of 
mystery in the incarnation. Most of us are afraid of the mysteries. 
Dark, imponderable, threatening even, mystery seems to be a part of 
our faith that we do not want to peruse. We assault the mysteries with 
blind fury, ransack them with relentless greed for whatever facts we 
can find, or deny them with an ill-disguised position of cynical        
indifference. Mystery appears to us as something wholly other and we 
are most often threatened by what is “other” than our experience. 
 

But to love the mysteries - strange as it appears, and as impossible to 
the modern mind – is the act of faith. To suspend willingly our         
disbelief, to drop our omnipotent air of critical judgment, to recover a 
certain innocence known to us as children, is to enter into a world  
where heavenly anthems are still sung over the busy Christmas season 
and we find light. The mysteries are dark with despair until, through 
faith, we walk in the light of the Lord and find, not knowledge, but 
endless  wonder. Let us walk in the Light of the Lord this Advent    
season. Allow our journey to be filled with the mystery of  “the word 
became flesh and lived among us.” 
 

Blessings on your advent journey, 
Steve 
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The financial report below reflects the Income and Expenses for October, and the Year to Date totals April –
October. Expenses for the month were $14,703 more than revenue received. This additional monthly deficit    
increased our year to date deficit to $89,215, almost all of which can be attributed to revenue from gifts being 
$76,500 less than projected YTD. November and December are historically good giving months at Southside. 
This year, they need to be even better if we are to significantly reduce the deficit as we head into the final quarter 
of 2009 and begin preparing a budget for 2010. 
 
Please examine your giving this year and consider how you might increase your contributions in the coming 
months to reduce this deficit. The future missions and ministries of Southside depends on the participation of  
everyone giving as they are able, regardless of how small or how great the gift. 
 
Ask yourself if the gifts you give are an appropriate response to the blessings and opportunities that God has 
granted to you personally, and to you through your Church family, at Southside Baptist Church. 

Perry County Missions 
 

Six Southside members traveled to Perry County, Saturday, November 14, to continue our mission    
efforts with AL-CBF and Sowing Seeds of Hope.  The group was able to complete the porch, handicap 
ramp, and steps that we had worked on last month for Ms. Bennie Mae Heard.  In addition, they began 
painting the self-help housing project that will be Mrs. Billingsley’s new home. Mrs. Billingsley is in 
her late seventies and will, for the first time in her life, live in a home that is her own. 
  
Both individuals were extremely appreciative to those who worked on their homes and they asked that 
we express thanks to all of the Southside members for supporting this mission and ministry effort. 
 
There will be more opportunities in the weeks ahead for Southside to partner in more of these projects. 
 
Those participating November 14, were Mike Casey, Patty Cline, Mark Grimmett, Tim Kelley, Kevin 
Pruitt and Donna Wilson.  

       
       

 SSBC Financials: April - October 2009   

 
Actual       
October 

Budget   
October 

YTD April
- Oct Ac-
tual 

YTD April - 
Oct Budget  

YTD      
Variance 
Under 
Budget 

Revenues       
Tithes 39,699  47,917  258,475  335,417   (76,492) 
Income from Ministries 9,140  5,737  103,472  106,466   (3,039) 
Trust Income 10,118  12,721  103,472  106,466   (2,994) 
Other 1,005  1,292  6,924  9,042   (2,117) 
Total Revenue 59,963  67,667  405,994  491,087   (85,093) 

       
Expenses       
Total Expenses 74,666  74,809  495,209  496,159   950  
Budgeted Operating Surplus/Deficit   (7,143)  (5,072)   
Actual Operating (Deficit) (14,703)  (89,215)   (89,215) 



ABOUT VIVALDI'S GLORIA                                                                                                                                          Paul Dease 
 
"Gloria in excelsis Deo" (Latin for "Glory to God in the highest") is the title and beginning of a hymn known also as 
the GreaterDoxology (as distinguished from the "Minor Doxology" or Gloria Patri) and the Angelic Hymn.  The hymn begins with 
the words that the angels sang when the birth of Christ was announced to shepherds Luke 2:14. Antonio Vivaldi wrote several   
settings of the Gloria. RV 589 is the most familiar and popular piece of sacred music by Vivaldi; however, he was known to have 
written at least three Gloria settings. Only two survive (RV 588 and RV 589) whilst the other (RV 590) is presumably lost and is 
only mentioned in the Kreuzherren catalogue.  The RV 589 is the better known setting of the Gloria, simply known as "the Vivaldi 
Gloria" due to its outstanding popularity. This piece, along with its mother composition RV 588, was composed at the same time 
during Vivaldi's employment at the Pieta. RV 589 is more mature and original than its predecessor, however evidence of obvious 
inspiration (and plagiarism) still exist. The first movement's chorus shares similar key modulations to that of the first movement of 
RV 588, only modified to fit a duple meter instead of the triple meter of RV 588; the orchestral motifs are also shared, including 
octaval jumps in the primal motives of the piece. The second movement is much more dramatic in RV 589, but nevertheless shares 
with RV Anh. 23 in that the second movement of both employ the use of repetitious semiquavers underneath choral progressions. 
The "Qui Tollis" movement of RV 589 is rhythmically similar to the first few measures of RV 588 (and ultimately RV Anh. 23). 
The last movement, "Cum Sancto Spiritu," is essentially an "upgraded" version of Ruggieri's movement — that is to say, updated 
to fit the standards of the emerging late Baroque style, with the addition of accidentals not present in RV Anh. 23 and RV 
588.  The Glorias remained in a relatively unknown status, until RV 589's revival by Alfredo Casella during "Vivaldi Week" 
in Siena (1939), along with the composer's setting of the Stabat Mater (RV 621). RV 589 enjoys well-founded popularity,         
performed at many sacred events, including Christmas. It has been recorded on almost one hundred CDs, sometimes paired 
with Bach's Magnificat (BWV 243), Vivaldi's own Magnificat settings (RV 610-611), or Vivaldi's Beatus Vir (RV 597). RV 588, 
however, has had little success and has only been published in few albums. 
 

   
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Gloria_(Vivaldi) 
Movements Include 
 
  1.  Gloria in excelsis Deo (chorus)  
  2.  Et in terra pax (chorus) 
  3.  Laudamus te (soprano 1 and 2) 
  4.  Gratias agimus tibi (chorus) 
  5.  Propter magnam gloriam (chorus) 
  6.  Domine Deu (soprano) 
  7.  Domnie, Fili unigenite (chorus) 
  8.  Domine Deus, Agnus Dei  
       (mezzo-soprano and chorus) 
  9.  Qui tollis peccata mundi (chorus) 
10.  Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris  
       (mezzo-soprano) 
11.  Quoniam tu solus sanctus (chorus) 
12.  Cum Sancto Spiritu (chorus) 



Keep up with all that is happening at Southside Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site southsidebirmingham.org and view all of the information currently     
available. The home page now features member login to AccessACS, a feature that allows you access to 
an online directory of current SSBC members, Sunday School classes. It also allows you to view your 
personal profile, and to update it with information such as a change of address or phone number.  If you 
have not set up your member login, go to the SSBC web site, click on the member login button and you 
will be  directed to the login page for AccessACS. Follow the set up instructions on this page. If you 
have difficulty gaining access, email Tim Kelley at tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org and a user ID 
and login password will be emailed to you. 

Menus for December 
 

December  2 
Vegetable Beef Soup, Potato 

Soup, Chicken Vegetable Soup, 
Cornbread, Salad,  

Birthday Cake 
 

December 9 
Cajun Fried Catfish, Red 

Beans and Rice, Slaw, Salad, 
Rolls, Banana Pudding 

 

December 16 
Roast Beef, Mac N Cheese, 

Green Beans, Cauliflower and 
Cheese Sauce, Beets, Salad, 

Christmas Desserts 
 

December 23 
No Wednesday Night Activities 

 

December 30 
No Wednesday Night Activities 

 

December Birthdays 
 

Jeff Prince    12/1 
Shelby Watts   12/1 
Selena Belew   12/3 
Duane Davis   12/3 
Brian Grimm   12/3 
Steve Sexton   12/3 
Annah Kelley   12/4 
Chris Slay    12/4 
Jessie Chu    12/5 
Linda Wood   12/5 
Sarah Turner   12/6 
Bob Blalock   12/7 
Michael Booker, Jr. 12/7 
Faye Lambert   12/8 
Mark Benfield   12/9 
Michael Cooney  12/11 
Patty Cline    12/12 
Mark Grimmett  12/13 
Holly Blalock   12/14 
Peg McKie-Bell  12/17 
Lutitia Swanson  12/19 
Yue Zhang    12/19 
Tim Crider    12/20 
Patty Wilson   12/20 
Patrick Snell   12/21 
Catherine Wisdom 12/21 
Lee Thomas   12/23 
Kimberly Ford   12/24 
Rita Macon    12/24 
Jennifer Miles   12/24 
Stan Biggs     12/25 
Nicole Collar   12/25 
Tina Hallmark   12/28 
Shirley Anderton  12/30 
Tara Smith    12/30 
Elaine Cottle   12/31 

December Birthdays Cont. 
 

Joe McGough   12/31 
Leigh Slay    12/31 
Kelly Wood   12/31 

January Birthdays 
 

Don Peppenhorst  1/1 
Virginia Thrasher  1/1 
Bette Averyt   1/2 
Merritt Hartsell  1/2 
Barry Parker   1/2 
Cindy Tipton   1/3 
Dan Wood, Sr.  1/3 
Mark Erdberg   1/5 
Hannah Vosteen  1/5 
Warren Kinney III 1/7 
Tim Kelley    1/9 
Tony Cox    1/10 
Julia Crowder   1/11 
Lottie West    1/13 
Daniel Wilson   1/13 
Scott Kane    1/14 
Kathy Sexton   1/14 
Linda Thomas   1/14 
Arthur Williamson 1/14 
Kevin Cook   1/15 
Tasha Kane    1/15 
Bo Smith    1/16 
Melanie Waters  1/17 
John Carlile    1/19 
Rufus Dalton   1/19 
Andrey Ramp   1/19 
Fred Rose    1/20 
Brian White   1/20 
Bartie Sue Acton  1/21 
Jean Beckwith   1/22 
Glendolyn Jackson 1/22 
Sarah Buchanan  1/24 
Alexandra Ethridge 1/24 
Frank Hanson   1/24 
Joel Branham   1/25 
Ashley Lewis   1/25 
Bill Ratliff    1/25 
Veronica Kennedy 1/31 



Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on the    
communion table for Sunday     
worship in honor of or in   memory 
of loved ones by  calling the Church 
Office. It is important to call early 
for certain dates are already booked. 
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Christmas Around the World 
 

Join us on Wednesday evening, December 16, as our children lead us in a 
holiday celebration of Christmas Around the World.  It will be a time to 
enjoy good food, good fellowship, and the season of Christmas as we hear 
the voices of children and their experiences of learning about holiday      
traditions from all over the world.   

Parent’s Night out 
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    Bringing Christmas to Our Community 
 

As one of our ministries this Christmas, we are going to make and distribute small “goodie” 
bags to the elderly in our community.  We want them to know that God loves and cares for 
them, and so do we.  The bags will include various items such as candy and other snacks as well 
as some literature about the church.  We will be enlisting your help in providing some of the 

goodies as well as in making and distributing the bags.   If you have any suggestions about items to include, 
please let us know.  Thank you in advance for your support of this endeavor. 
 

We will be filling bags on Saturday morning, December 5, from 10:00-12:00,  in Drennen Hall.  We will 
have the Christmas Music going while all of the elves are at work to bring a smile to the faces of those we 
see in our community.  Please join us for this special day! 
 
Brian White 
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Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 

�

�

 




�����
���
��
��

�
����


��������
���
����





���
��
 �	!
��
�"�

��#"�
��
�"�
���



 


