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Calendar of Events 

 
Mar.  7  5:30 Jazz Vespers 
Mar. 11 BHH 5:30 at ROJO 
Mar. 14 Wellness Program 
   Trip to Cook Springs
   Picnic lunch & walk 
Mar. 21 Executive Committee 
   Meeting  
Mar. 22 Deacon’s Meeting 
Mar. 24 Church Conference 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Baptist Happy Hour 
5:30, Thursday,  

March 11 
at ROJO 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The March Wellness 
Program will take 

place at Cook 
Springs.  On March 

14, we will take a 
lunch with us and 

have a picnic followed 
by  a walk on their 
beautiful grounds.  

Don’t miss this one! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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From Your Pastor 
The Journey to Easter Goes  
Through Repentance 
 

Dr. Karl Menninger, well-known psychiatrist, once 
reported in Whatever Became of Sin? how a stern 
plainly dressed man appeared on a busy corner of  
Chicago’s Loop. As people passed by he would, 
from time to time, solemnly lift his arm and point to 
a passerby and say just one word: “Guilty!” Then   
without changing expression, he would drop his 
arm. After a few seconds, he would raise his arm again, and with an accusing  
finger pointing at another person, he would utter that one word indictment: 
“Guilty!” Can we imagine the response if such a person showed up in Five Points 
South and randomly pointed an accusing finger at some of us as we walked by? 
Better yet, what would it be like for him to stand on the majestic marble steps of 
our church and point to us as we are entering for worship? The effect in Chicago 
on people bent on their errands was extraordinary. People stared, started to laugh, 
then stopped, hesitated, looked around with furtive glances, and hurried on,   
walking just a little faster. One passerby turned to a companion and asked, “But 
how did he know?”   
 

Our harbored guilt is easily roused because we are aware, if only dimly, that all is 
not right with our souls.  If we are honest with ourselves, we really are acquainted 
with the shadow side within us. Not all the pieces have fit together for us. Certain 
emotions frighten us when they show themselves. There are memories we would 
sooner forget, and we can spend a great deal of energy  dealing with them. It 
might be safe to say that most, if not many of us, have not always been proud of 
our thoughts, or our actions. We try to hide our responses, imagine them away, 
disguise them, or forget them.  Or, perhaps worse, we push our guilt way down 
within our souls, hoping no one will ever point an accusing finger toward us. 
 

Jesus sets forth a radically different approach to sin and guilt. He said, “Repent  
and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1); “Rise, take up your pallet.” (Mark 2:11);  
“Go, and do not sin again.” (John 8).   Jesus comes to us today with the same   
encouraging summons and expectation. He bids us to turn around (the literal 
meaning of repent) and to trust God’s love and acceptance enough to live from it 
with courage and hope. Jesus always challenges us to become all God intends us 
to be. Jesus wants us to be fully alive. The good news in Jesus is the good news of 
grace. Jesus reveals God’s purpose, which calls forth our greatness and our 
wholeness rather than ratifying our weakness. When Jesus invited persons to   
repent, he summoned them to grow into self-discovery and the realization of their 
potential.  In the light of the gospel, to repent is to get in touch with our deepest 
feelings, to assess our true motives, and to affirm our essential dignity. To repent 
is to consider carefully our relationships, asking how close we let others come to 
us and how much we trust others, what we want from them as well as what we  
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Lenten Season at Southside 2010 
 

 

       Theme: “ Blessed are Those Who Come in the Name of the Lord” 
 

       Shortened Version:  “Blessed Are Those…” 
 

       Theme based on the Beatitudes of Jesus from his Sermon on the Mount  
           which begins… “Blessed are they/those…”  
 

       The focus for each Sunday will be taken from one the Beatitudes highlighted  
           by the lighting of the Lenten Candles. 

Date Sunday Scripture Candle 
  

March 7 Lent 3 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness. 

  

Righteousness 

March 14 Lent 4 Blessed are the merciful 
  

Mercy 

March 21 Lent 5 Blessed are the pure in heart, blessed are 
the peacemakers 

  

Peacekeeping 

March 28 Palm Sunday Blessed are those who are persecuted. 
  

Sacrifice 

April 4 Easter Sunday     

 
Schedule:                    Additional Lenten Plans: 
· Maundy Thursday Service: April 1, 6:00          *      Friday Fast and Pray beginning February 19 (one meal) 
· Good Friday Tenebrae Service: April 2, 6:00; John Rutter’s Requiem  *     Devotional Guide  Available Ash Wednesday 

what we want from them. To repent is to name our fears and our pretensions in order to embrace our possibilities.  
The journey to Easter must pass through repentance and discover forgiveness in order to arrive at the hope that is the    
resurrection. 
 

There is both joy and heartache in pastoring a moderate to liberal church.  We tend to want all the “feel goods” without   
dealing with the “feel bads” of our own shortcomings, which is commonly called sin in the evangelical church.  In our 
quest to make sure that everyone is OK, we can overlook our own self-centered lives, which often times are not OK. We 
can  sometimes be quick to write off and distance ourselves from people who may speak an unpopular and unwelcomed 
truth to us. To embrace the liberating message of the gospel, we must acknowledge before God and maybe to other      
persons that we have sinned, we have fallen short, we messed up and we want to do better. We, moderate/liberal       
Christians, can often be smug about sin and repentance. It seems too unwelcoming to us. Yet, it is only through an honest 
acknowledgement of our need for God that we will ever find rest in our souls and be in a place to welcome others into our 
community.  
 

This Lenten season, let our journey take us through a time of repentance. 
 

I enjoy being your pastor 
Steve 
 

Oh…and do not forget that Fridays in Lent find us fasting one meal to focus on these things and to pray for our church. 
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Article on Church Conference  
 
Update from the Committee on Committees: 
On February 21, 2010, The Committee on Committees presented the initial thoughts and recommendations to a combined meeting of the Executive      
Committee and the Board of Deacons about the suggested operating structure for the church going into the 2010-2011 year.  Our goal is to refine some 
information based on the feedback from that meeting and have the operating committee recommendations ready for a church conference we hope to call 
on March 24, 2010.  There will be a more formal announcement about the called church conference as the time gets closer with all agenda items to be 
discussed.   
 
At the same time, there is an indication that the Deacon Nominating committee will be prepared to make recommendations to our deacon body for 2010-
2011 as well.   
 
The Finance Committee is also actively working, in conjunction with the appointed ad-hoc Budget Advisory Committee, to prepare plans and                  
recommendations on the 2010-2011 fiscal operating budget and what adjustments will be suggested to accomplish our next year’s financial budgeting 
needs.   
 
As you can see, the upcoming special called church conference will be presenting a good bit of information and recommendations around the                 
congregational life of the Church.  Once the formal announcement is sent on the actual date for this special called church conference, we hope that you will 
make every effort to attend and participate in these discussions.  In the interim, if you have any questions or suggestions to the efforts of the committee-on-
committees, please reach out to any of us.   
 
Blessings to all, 
Rusty Bennett                   Ruth Grimmett 
Randy Davis                     Warren Kinney 



SSBC Financials for Period January FY 2009-10     

       

 
January 
Actual 

January 
Budget 

YTD April 
- January 

Actual 

YTD April 
- January 
Budget 

YTD Variance 
(Over/Under 

Budget 
2009 FY 
Budget  

Revenues         
Tithes 39174  47917  420223  479166  (58943) 575000  
Income from Ministries 6030  5738  54237  57375  (3138) 68850  
Trust Income 20243  15442  140755  142350  (1595) 170000  
Interest      0  
Other 97  1292  7249  12917  (5668) 15500  
Total Revenue 65544  70389  622464  691808  (69344) 829350  

        
Expenses         
Missions 2083  2083  20847  20834  13  25000  
Office & Printing 4416  4382  45960  45170  790  54085  
Building           utilities 12477  11200  99729  93520  6209  112000  
     "      maintenance 4820  5863  44992  48125  (3133) 56350  
     "             insurance 4479  4110  24606  24500  106  25000  
    "    miscellaneous 1095  1309  12850  13084  (234) 15700  
food costs 1594  2083  19563  20833  (1270) 25000  
food income (1875) (1734) (15643) (16031) 388  (19500) 
Building Personnel 4138  4906  51564  53168  (1604) 64415  
Worship and Music 1464  1500  18487  15001  3486  18000  
Christian Growth 1622  2401  10273  14823  (4550) 17000  
Ministerial & Support 36696  38880  352149  359148  (6999) 436300  
Total Expenses 73009  76983  685377  692175  (6798) 829350  
Operating Surplus/Deficit Budgeted  (6594)  367   0  
Actual Operating Surplus/ (Deficit) (7465)  (62913)    

 

Through January, our year to date budget deficit was -$62,913. This deficit is a reflection of revenues being 
down $69,344, but expenses being $6,798 lower than expected.  Most was the decline in revenues was 
caused by a decline in giving by $58,943. 
 

The deficit is projected to widen to about -$75,000 by the end of March, if giving in February and March is  
similar to giving in those months in previous years.   
 

It would be wonderful to set a new and better giving pattern in these months, if possible. We appreciate your 
help in achieving that! 
 

As the Finance Committee begins to build a balanced budget for fiscal year 2010, we have asked additional 
members of the church to advise us on program priorities as we try to balance revenues and expenses.  This 
will be an active and comprehensive collaboration. The proposed budget will be presented to a Church      
Conference for its approval by April at the latest. 

Jim Furr 





MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

Sharon Owen   3/2 
Chuck Auton   3/3 
Linda Chandra   3/4 
Jennifer Guffin  3/5 
Richard Cook   3/6 
Allison Banks   3/7 
Judy Lee    3/8 
Dale Dalbey   3/9 
Chuck Duck   3/9 
Dottie Wheelus  3/11 
Marie Goodman  3/12 
Bobbie Weaver  3/12 
Alan Wisdom   3/12 
Donna Vosteen  3/13 
Olivia Benfield  3/14 
Phil Watts    3/15 
Casey Frew    3/16 
James Shoemaker  3/17 
Sachiko Saito   3/18 
Sue Stevens   3/18 
Juliana Watts   3/20 
Virgil Shepard   3/21 
Barbara Blount  3/22 
Jenni Crider   3/23 
Doris Griffith   3/24 
Eunice Welch   3/25 
Rosetta Richards  3/27 
Joey Kennedy   3/28 
Roger Beason   3/29 
Ted Tibbs    3/29 
Bill Mills    3/30 

MENUS FOR 
MARCH 

 
March 3 

 

Shrimp in Pink Sauce 
Chicken in Cream Sauce 
Pasta, Brussel Sprouts 
Salad / Garlic Bread 

Birthday Cake 
 

March 10 
 

Meatloaf and  
Vegetable Meatloaf 
 Mashed Potatoes,  

Green Beans,  
Salad / Rolls 

Sour Cream Pound Cake 
 
 

APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Virginia Phillips   4/4 
Ann Reese     4/4 
April Parsons    4/5 
Paul Pratt     4/5 
Phil Standridge   4/5 
Beth Nigri     4/7 
Marc Smith     4/7 
Neil Tyson     4/7 
Jerry Handley    4/8 
Rita Richards    4/8 
Doug Yarbrough   4/8 
Lauren Hovey    4/11 
Sarah Jane Wood   4/11 
Cleveland Kinney  4/12 
Dwayne Johnson   4/13 
Anthony Concepcion 4/14 
Marie Doughton   4/14 
Hayden Lily Hartsell 4/15 
Lula Henry     4/15 
Melba Hughes    4/15 
Nancy Cook    4/16 
Phillip Prince    4/17 
Lura McMillan   4/18 
Merrie Ramp    4/18 
Mickey Trimm   4/18 
W.D. Peeples    4/19 
Richard Turner   4/19 
Darlene Green    4/24 
Laura Covington   4/26 
Wanda Banks    4/27 
Randy Davis    4/27 
Kay Oppenheim   4/29 
Anna Ruth Williams  4/29 

March 17 
 

Corn beef and       
Cabbage, New        

Potatoes, Carrots, 
Salad / Rolls, Irish 
Cream Pound Cake 

 
March 24 

 

Fried Chicken 
Mac and Cheese 
Turnip Greens 
Salad / Rolls 

Peach Cobbler and  
Ice Cream 

 
March 31 

 

BBQ, Baked Beans, 
Cole Slaw, Salad 

Fudge Pie 
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JAZZ VESPERS features Audrey Shakir 
 

Audrey was born into a musical family in Cleveland, Ohio. Her mother was a great pianist, organist and vocal coach, 
and her father loved to sing, whose idol was Billy Eckstine. Her parents loved all sorts of music, and she heard every-
thing from the "classics" to big band to small combos in the house. Even her aunts and uncles         directed and played 
for church choirs. Audrey has also passed down her musical talents to her son, Walter   Blanding, Jr. Walter plays 
saxophone in the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, directed by Wynton Marsalis.   
 

She started just as a pianist. In fact, she can't remember not being able to play a piano. It was mandatory in her house 
that, when you knew how to read on any level, the next step was piano lessons. She became a   professional musician 
in 1974 playing in a group that played Stevie Wonder, Chaka Khan, etc. Eventually,  Audrey started leaning towards 
Herbie Hancock and Chick Corea. While leaning instrumentally, she began   trying to sing it, too. Her major influ-
ences in jazz singing first were Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Joe       Williams and John Hendricks.  Audrey moved 
to New York in 1981 and later that fall was taken to a Barry Harris Jazz Workshop on Bleecker Street: 
 

“There was this great big loft on the third floor of some nondescript building, took a rickety elevator up that  couldn't 
hold more than six or seven small people, opened into a room that held maybe three hundred folks, two pianos, and 
this was the singers' workshop. Singers lined up, pianists lined up, he had a drummer and a bassist. You sang one tune, 
and he critiqued, or complimented, or suggested, or was himself.   
 

I had never heard of him, but he spoke and moved with some quiet authority, so I thought, maybe he knew something. 
I think the song I sang was Body and Soul. When it was over, he just nodded his head and said, "not bad, not bad." I 
was so disappointed. I hung around a little through some of the piano workshop, but I was pregnant at the time, and 
tired. So I got up to leave. He kind of rushed over to me and told me to be sure and come back. It was sweet the way 
he did that. So I came back the next week. And the next. And before I knew it, I knew something about being a more 
hip, more me singer.” 
 

While playing in the NYC scene, she became a regular at the Village Gate and performed regularly with    Harris.  She 
performed at Town Hall, the Apollo Theater and Tavern on the Green. 
 

She left New York City in late May, 1989 and arrived in Atlanta in the early morning hours of June 1. Since then 
Audrey has been performing in the Atlanta area, including several Atlanta Jazz Festival performances. She was also 
nominated for the 1992 Coca-Cola Music Award for “Best Blues Artist” and has been featured in    several articles 
about the Atlanta arts scene. 
 

Audrey joins our outstanding Jazz Vespers Band on Sunday, March 7, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This Jazz 
Vespers is being sponsored by the law firm of Waldrep, Stewart, & Kendrick. 

 
Rutter Requiem UpDate  
 

On Sunday, February 21, 2010 I learned that the University of Montevallo is performing it's spring opera Good Friday 
and Saturday - April 2 and 3.  Our Martinson Scholars from Montevallo will be performing.  The reason I mention this 
is because we had planned on presenting John Rutter's Requiem on Good Friday, April 2.  However, with so many of 
our singers engaged in their academic responsibilities, we are instead choosing to put off Rutter's Requiem until All 
Saints 2010 (first Sunday in November) as part of the 2010-2011      Southside Arts offerings.  
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The 2010 Birmingham Crop 
Hunger Walk  

 
The walk will be held on Sunday, 
April 18, 2010 beginning at 2:30 
P.M. at Caldwell Park
(Registration opens at 1:45 P.M.) 



Website: 

www.southsidebirmingham.org 
Phone: �����������

������������������������������������������������ ����������� 

����	�
���
�

�������������
�������������

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
 

 

 

                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   
   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 
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