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From Your Pastor: 
 

I love poetry.  I will admit that when my high school honors English teacher 
required that we memorize certain poetry, and then come to her office to  
recite what we had learned, I was not too happy to do that. It is in our latter 
days that the poems we memorized as children begin to bless us. I now     
appreciate having memorized parts of famous works.  It began a long       
relationship with poetry.  I want to share a poem by a tenth century           
Orthodox monastic named St. Symeon the Theologian. Read it out loud if 
you can.  
 

Awaken As The Beloved 
   

We awaken in Christ’s body 
as Christ awakens our bodies, 

and my poor hand is Christ, He enters 
my foot, and is infinitely me. 

 

I move my hand, and wonderfully 
my hand becomes Christ, becomes all of Him 

(for God is indivisibly 
whole, seamless in His Godhood). 

 

I move my foot, and at once  
he appears like a flash of lightning. 

Do my words seem blasphemous? - Then 
open your heart to Him 

 

and let yourself receive the one 
who is opening to you so deeply. 
For if we genuinely love Him, 

we wake up inside Christ’s body 
 

Where all our body, all over, 
every most hidden part of it, 

is realized in joy as Him, 
and He makes us, utterly, real, 

 

and everything that is hurt, everything 
that seemed to us dark, harsh, shameful, 

maimed, ugly, irreparably 
damaged, is in Him transformed 

                                                                                                                             

and recognized as whole, as lovely, 
as radiant in His light 

we awaken as the Beloved 
in every last part of our body.              

Calendar of Events 
 

July 7   Softball game 6:30 
July 9  Baptist Happy Hour 
   at ROJO   5:30 
   in the side room 
July 9-11 Mission trip to   
   Perry County 
July 18 Children’s Day at  
   Hargis Retreat 
July 23 BHN Silent Auction 
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Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on 
the communion table for 
Sunday worship in honor 
of or in memory of loved 
ones by calling the Church   
Office. It is important to 
call early for certain dates 
are already booked. 

�

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will 
not be     meeting during the 
summer months due to the 
new summer schedule.  We 
will resume in September. 
 

BAPTIST 
HAPPY HOUR! 
Thursday, July 9th 

5:30 pm 
ROJO in the  

side room 
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Continued next page 



 

Symeon was born in 949 in northern Turkey, into a Byzantine family of  provincial nobles, at a 
time when the Byzantine Empire was once again at its height of influence and power. At the 
age of fourteen, Symeon finished his secondary education and begged to be allowed to enter 
the famous monastery of Studion. He was made to wait until he was twenty-seven.   During 
that long period, Symeon was busy in the world, probably serving as a diplomat. Within several 
months of finally achieving his long-held desire of joining the monastery, Symeon was thrown 
out…on his ear!  Symeon was too passionate for the community, which, like many monasteries 
at the time, had an intellectual approach to theology. Symeon, as this poem clearly shows, was 
all for a personal experience with God.  
 

Symeon urged his monks to return to the spirit of the early church, in which personal             
realization was held to be more important than the outward form of church life.  Symeon had 
too much Jesus for these pious monks. 
 

Why am I writing this?  Well, throughout church history there have been repeated calls for   
restoring the Church to its humble spiritual beginnings. Some of these calls for restoration or 
perhaps reformation have led to some serious conflicts between Christians. 
 

I think that Symeon, later to earn the title of St. Symeon, had it right. The outward forms of 
church life should not be the whole experience or even a significant part of the experience of 
being a Christian. Keeping the church alive and functioning, and in perfect form should be the 
sidebar to the personal realization of Christ living in us, calling us to be his presence in the 
world.  It begins with being “awaken as the Beloved” and it continues as God makes us “utterly 
real” in all parts of our lives.  Awake and real are worthy goals for any church. 
 

St. Symeon went off into a remote region in the east and revived an ailing monastic community 
there. He began in the course of time to be the first main influence in Orthodoxy to give       
validity and credence to a personal experience with God through the Christ.  For this he became 
a saint, something I am sure he would never have wanted. 
 

As we do church at Southside, let us not forget that everything we do first begins with our    
own personal realization of Christ living in us, and calling us to his way. 
 

I hope that your summer is good and that you find good Sabbath time to refresh your spirits and 
souls. 
 

I enjoy being your pastor. 
 

Steve  
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Miss Mary Bobo’s  



CHILDREN’S DAY AT HARGIS   
On Saturday, July 18, the children will be headed to the Hargis Retreat Cen-
ter for a day of Bible School and fun.  We will be leaving the church at 8:00 
am and will return by 4:30.  We will be participating in crafts, Bible stories, 
recreation, including swimming and much, much more.  The cost for the day 
is $15 per child (families with 2 children will be $25).  This includes lunch, 
supplies, and T-shirt. You may sign-up your child/children for this event by 
contacting Aleesa Naish at anaish@southsidebirmingham.org or by calling her in the Church      
Office (933-8381).  Put this date on your calendar.  Your child/children will thank you for it 
later! 

Thank you to all of our church family for your prayers and 
support for our recent trip to          PASSPORT.  We had a 

wonderful time and the week was filled with fun,          fellowship, and growth.  From dawn 
until dark, we played….we read….we studied….we learned….we worshiped.  There is no way 
that we could have done this without the financial help of our church family.  Thank you for 
giving us the opportunity to participate in such a rewarding week.  
Aleesa, Brandon, Herbert, Kierra, Michael, and Raphael. 
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SSBC Financial Report 
May FY 2009 May Actual  

May 
Budget  

YTD 
April-
May 

YTD 
April-
May 
Budget  

Variance  
YTD 
(over/
under 
Budget)  

2009 FY 
Budget    

                
Revenues                
Tithes  40621 47917 83500 95833 (12333) 575000   
Income from Ministries  7680 5738 13168 11475 1693 68850   
Trust Income  2721 2721 6183 5442 741 170000   
Interest  0 0 0 0 0 0   
Other  1889 1292 2874 2583 291 15500   
Total Revenue  52911 57667 106037 115334 (9609) 829350   

                
Expenses                
Missions  2331 2083 4179 4167 13 25000   
Office & Printing  5014 5082 10779 9964 815 54085   
Building           utilities  7413 7560 13361 15120 (1759) 112000   
     "      maintenance  4626 4113 10122 9975 147 56350   
     "             insurance  9281 9300 9382 9550 (168) 25000   
    "    miscellaneous  1193 1308 2056 2617 (560) 15700   
food costs  2609 2083 4451 4167 284 25000   
food income  (1625) (1734) (3553) (3468) (85) (19500)   
Building Personnel  5217 5368 11343 10735 607 64415   
Worship and Music  2299 1500 5142 3000 2142 18000   
Christian Growth  2138 2402 2530 3491 (960) 17000   
Ministerial & Support  31589 31947 70010 70827 (817) 436300   
Total Expenses  72084 71013 139802 140145 (342) 829350   
                
Operating Deficit Budgeted    (13346)   (24811)   0   
Actual Operating Surplus/
(Deficit)  (19173) 

    
(33765) 

        

      

Financial Report April - May FY 2009 
 
Below is a financial report for the first two months of fiscal year 2009. As reflected in the     
report, the deficit of $33,765 is almost $9000 more than the budgeted deficit of $24,811. The 
difference in the actual deficit and the budgeted deficit is due entirely to a shortfall in budgeted 
tithes and offerings for this period. In the summer months church attendance is significantly  
affected by vacations and other activities, while at the time we experience some of our greatest 
building operation costs. Therefore, it is extremely important for us all to realize the need to  
continue our regular and faithful giving to support the many ministries of SSBC as we          
collectively do our part in “building an inclusive community of grace” 
                                                                                                                                       Tim Kelley 



PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL     
ADDRESS IF YOU HAVE ONE.  
WE CAN SAVE PAPER AND 
POSTAGE AND YOU WILL GET 
A WEEKLY COLUMNS AND 
THE MONTHLY COLUMNS. 

JULY  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Aaron Branham  7/1 
Melissa Hyche   7/2 
Mimie Player   7/2 
Gladys Waugh   7/2 
Ray Kersh    7/3 
Joe King     7/3 
Sandra Brock   7/5 
Adrienne Meuse  7/5 
Neal Hardin   7/7 
Nathan Kelley   7/8 
Jim Toothaker   7/8 
April Brush    7/11 
Florinne Campbell 7/16 
Gene Branham  7/16 
Amy Nichols   7/18 
Warren Kinney, Jr. 7/20 
Bud Hallmark   7/22 
Paul Chandra   7/23 
Jim Richards   7/23 
Hannah Griffeth  7/24 
Yoshimi Saito   7/25 
Chris Sims    7/25 
Savannah Basgier  7/26 
Jim Furr     7/26 
Ron Owen    7/26 
Rick Rogers   7/30 

Keep up with all that is         
happening at Southside       
Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site 
southsidebirmingham.org and 
view all of the information       
currently available. The home 
page now features member login 
to AccessACS, a feature that     
allows you access to an online 
directory of current SSBC     
members, Sunday School classes. 
It also allows you to view your 
personal profile, and to update it 
with information such as a change 
of address or phone number.  If 
you have not set up your member 
login, go to the SSBC web site, 
click on the member login button 
and you will be directed to the 
login page for AccessACS.     
Follow the set up instructions on 
this page. If you have difficulty 
gaining access, email Tim Kelley 
at     
telley@southsidebirmingham.org 
and a user ID and login password 
will be emailed to you. 

AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Cameron Shepard  8/2 
Meredith Horne  8/5 
Carolyn Cason   8/6 
Julie Kim    8/6 
Tracey Nicholson  8/6 
Misha Greene   8/7 
Marcie Smith   8/8 
Norman Snell   8/8 
Bonnie Lessman  8/9 
Lois Driver    8/11 
Dawn Kelley   8/11 
Martha Layne   8/11 
Elizabeth Usher  8/14 
Michael Gill   8/17 
Jonathan Sexton  8/17 
Josh Baker    8/19 
Rhiannon Bowers  8/20 
Shaun Ramey   8/20 
Kathleen Saab   8/20 
Bill Maynord   8/21 
Frances Woods  8/21 
Edd Dover    8/22 
Ann Harper    8/24 
Tim Moore    8/24 
Terri Staples   8/24 
Patrick Murphy  8/28 
Vic Nigri    8/28 
Brenda Tidwell  8/29 
Nadine Cook   8/31 
Marilyn Shepard  8/31 



Mission Trip to Perry County, July 9-11 
 

Volunteers are needed for our Summer Mission Trip to Perry County.  The Sowing Seeds of Hope 
staff is identifying several construction/repair projects that will be matched to our volunteers’ skill 
sets. Whatever your skill level or talents, there are opportunities to use them in this mission project. 
We will leave Birmingham on Thursday, July 9, at 7:00 a.m., and arrive in Marion by midmorning. 
Plans are to meet with the staff of Sowing Seeds of Hope for a brief orientation on our specific      
projects, and then travel to our assigned work site.  
 

If you can join in this effort for all three days or if you would like to drive down for one of the days 
(Thursday-Saturday), your help will be greatly appreciated. Mission trips always provide great     
opportunities to use our gifts and talents to help others, to meet and learn about individuals from 
other areas and to experience rich fellowship with the mission team members. The cost for meals and 
accommodations for each day will be $25.00.  
 

An organizational meeting for Team Members will be held Sunday, July 5, 11:30 in Room 140. 
 

If you would like to sign up as a volunteer, of if you would like more information, please call the 
church office (933-8381) or email me at tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org. 

Please complete a church Web survey 
 

The Southside Baptist Church Web Site Service Group would like your input.  The service group, in 
conjunction with the Administrative Council and the Executive Committee, will use this input to 
guide us in the ongoing design and maintenance of the church’s Web site.  The information that you 
provide is anonymous.  All data will be grouped and pooled by the service group.  Please complete 
the survey entitled Southside Baptist Church- Survey of Attitudes and Expectations of the 
Church Web Site by going to the Web address below.  Be sure to click the “Done” button at the 
bottom of the survey page when you have answered all of the survey questions.   
 

We appreciate your thoughtful responses to the questions and any comments or suggestions that you 
would like to offer.  If you have any questions while completing the survey, please feel free to e-mail 
Jeff Worrell (jeffworrell@bellsouth.net) or to contact any other member of the service group. 
 

To complete the survey, enter the following Web address in your Web browser: 
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To insure that your survey is included in the data, please respond by July 10, 2009. 

Kairos Campaign Update: 
 

You will recall our Kairos Campaign goal was $1.5 million. To date we have pledges of $364,000 
from 70 family units. Obviously this leaves us far short of what we need to pay off our bank debt. I 
want to thank each person and family who bravely made a pledge in these most daunting of times. 
As I’ve said we are in the “Faith” business and this campaign is a test of our faith. We have yet to 
receive pledges from several members who made significant gifts during our original campaign; we 
are hopeful they will be forthcoming. Please make the ultimate success of our Kairos Campaign a 
focus of your prayers.   
In the coming months you will receive progress up-dates from our Kairos Campaign Bridge Team 
Leaders, Rusty Bennett and Darlene Green. 
 
Phil Watts 



Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help carry out several ministries of the church.  Please look at the list of ministries needing volun-
teers immediately and prayerfully consider how you can be involved as we all minister to our community and beyond. You 
may contact the church office for more details or leave your name to be contacted by one of the coordinators or a member of 
the church staff. 
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  July 5, 2009 July 12, 2009 July 19, 2009 July 26, 2009 
 Greeters         

 Davis Lobby Henry Penick Bette Averyt Kevin Pruitt Mike Casey 

 19th Street Sandra Taylor Carol Brock Nancy Cook Jerry Handley 

 Front Steps Jeff Prince Beth Nigri Wanda Cantrell Peggy Gentry 

  Michael Hardin Vic Nigri Donna Wilson Florinne Campbell 

 Dillard Lobby Blanche Logan Richard Cook Rodney Allen Chris McClendon 

  Eunice Welch Nadine Cook Tracey Nicholson Mickey Trimm 

 Bus Driver Kevin Pruitt Earl Richards Vince Vosteen Carl Lessman 

 Food Bank Kelley/Community N/A Edge/Jackson N/A 

 Nursery         

 Babies Fran Coker Jaime Erdberg Janelle Dixon Bonnie Lessman 

 Floater Jerrie McCurry India Ramey Cindy Tipton Elaine Cottle 

 Worship Care Ginger Aaron Cathy Coker Joe Dixon Jennifer Guffin 

  Kierra Goins Shaun Ramey Kimberly Ford Andrew Guffin 

Clothes Closet Individuals to sort and prepare clothes for clients.  Men’s coat hangers 
(Can be done most anytime a volunteer can work. 

Food Bank Assist Food Bank Service Group with Food distribution every Tuesday 6:30 -7:30 am. 
Coordinator: Brent Thompson 
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Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 
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