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From Your Pastor: 
 

The Sound of Silence 
 

If you love truth, be a lover of silence. 
--Isaac of Nineveh, seventh century bishop 

 
But without the deep root of wisdom 

and contemplation, 
Christian action would have not meaning 

and no purposes. 
--Thomas Merton, Faith and Violence (1968) 

 

I once attended a weekend retreat for pastors where the entire focus was on 
being silent. There were several hours in the evening when we were allowed 
to speak to one another, and that time was spent mostly in reflection and  
Bible study. This meant that from the time we awoke in the morning, 
through all of our community meals, and activities, we did not talk. The   
setting was rural, in the mountains of southwest Virginia, so a great deal of 
time was spent outdoors.  The weekend was a profound experience for me, 
and for the twenty pastors who participated.  I learned that the human spirit 
has an innate craving for solitude or perhaps a more spiritual description is 
contemplation. 
 

A portion of this silent weekend was spent in centering prayer. Centering 
prayer involves sitting with God in intentional inward and outward silence, 
with the goal of yielding to the Holy Spirit’s work in us.  I am normally   
uncomfortable with too much silence, but I found that something so      
seemingly passive or empty as silence before God could be powerful -   
powerful enough to change me. There is a feeling of not being able to run 
from one’s self when you are silent inwardly and outwardly, and you make 
the time to do so. 
 

This summer is going to be one of planned solitude for your pastor.  No, I 
am not going to stop talking; I do not think that is possible so take that off 
your prayer list.  I am, however, going to be intentional about finding times 
to get away, practice solitude and engage in centering prayer.  To understand 
centering prayer and its connection to living a more holistic gospel, it is   
important to be aware of its connection to a deeper form of silent prayer 
called “contemplation.” Contemplation involves entering into a deep and 
profound time of stillness with God that allows God’s love and grace to 
mystically come into us and wash over us so that we are filled with the love  

                                                                  continued on next page 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

June 1-6  Southside hosting BHN    
          family 
June 1     Pilgrim Congregation Mtg 
June 4     Samaritan Counseling Mrg 
June 5     Croft/Mitchell Rehearsal 
June 6     Croft/Mitchell Wedding 
June 7     Summer Schedule Begins 
June 7     Church Picnic 
June 11   Senior Trip to Gees Bend  
June 7-13  World Changers   
June 17-19   Collaborative Solutions 
                Event in Heritage 
June 19   Plott/Young Rehearsal 
June 20   Plott/Young Wedding 
June 21   Executive Committee Mtg. 
June 22   Deacon’s Meeting 

 
 
 

MENUS FOR JUNE 
 

June 3 
Turkey Tenderloin, 

Sweet Potato Casserole,   
Asparagus, Birthday Cake 

 
June 10 

Salad and Baked Potato Bar, 
Key Lime Pie 

 
June 17 

Bar B Q, Broccoli Slaw, 
Baked Beans, Fries,  

Dirt Cake 
 

June 24 
Spaghetti (meat & veggie), 

Salad, Garlic Bread,  
Dump Cake 

 
 
 
Please return your Kairos 
Campaign Cards as soon as 
possible. 
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I know, using terms like “mystic” does not sound very Baptist, but it feels profoundly Chris-
tian. Sixth-century church father Gregory the Great referred to            contemplation as “resting 
in God.” 
 

Trappist monk Thomas Merton taught, as did many contemplatives and mystics before him, 
that to live for Christ, this contemplation must go hand in hand with action. Deep resting in 
God is supposed to energize and motivate us to do God’s work in the world  
 

My understanding of the Gospel, what I have been careful to cultivate in my personal theology 
and in the churches I lead, is one of action.  A preached gospel without a lived gospel is       
contrary to all the Jesus taught and lived. We are supposed to be “doers of the word, and not 
hearers only.” I believe this now more than ever. However, so much doing with out resting in 
God, with out some constant contemplation for insight and strength is where I find I am com-
ing up short.  I think this is true for most pastors and congregational leaders. 
 

I do not have formal plans for the second sabbatical that comes after ten years of service. My 
first sabbatical was action packed and filled to the brim with experience and learning. I do not 
have one of those planned. But I will takes some “sabbatical times” this summer and fall,      
primarily to rest in God, to experience some solitude and to practice centering prayer.  I want to 
be refilled with the love and compassion of Jesus and to know, not just preach, this grace about 
which we rightfully talk so endlessly. 
 

Thomas Merton, in his book Faith and Violence, contended that contemplation “is so contrary 
to the modern way of life, so apparently alien, so seemingly impossible, that the modern man 
who even considers it finds, at first, that his whole being rebels against it. If the idea of inner 
peace remains attractive, the demands of the way to peace seem to be so exacting and so       
extreme that they can no longer be met. We would like to be quiet, but our restlessness will not 
allow it.” 
 

My restlessness is going to crash head on with the sound of silence and that will be a good 
thing. 
 

I enjoy being your pastor, 
 
Steve 

PACK THAT BASKET….IT IS TIME FOR A PICNIC! 
That’s right….next Sunday is our church picnic and that means it is time for fun, food, and fellowship.  Have you 
been recruited to be on a team yet?  Have you decided what you are going to bring?  Are you bringing a friend or 
someone who may be interested in finding out more about Southside?  These are questions that need answers. 
 
This picnic is going to be one to remember.  We will begin the festivities at 4:00, and you may even want to arrive 
a little early.  There will be a children’s area with activities and a giant inflatable.  There will be “friendly”      
competition between the teams with games of botchy, croquet, badminton, and bean-bag toss.  There will be   
hamburgers and hotdogs  and side dishes from each of you.  Following our meal we will join together for a time of 
worship as we celebrate the day and God’s beautiful creation that we have enjoyed. 
 
We are asking that each family bring a side dish that will feed your family plus one.  That way, we will all have 
dishes to share.  If you are unable to provide a side dish, but wish to contribute, you may also donate money to 
help pay for the paper products.  Should you have any questions about what to bring, please contact Brenda 
Tidwell at btidwell@stewardmachine.com. 
 
Don’t miss out on this great church-wide fellowship.  It is going to be one to remember! 
 



WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday evening prayer and Bible study June 10, 17, and 24, will provide a great              

opportunity to learn more about Baptist Beliefs. Our guest teacher, Dr. Fisher Humphreys, will 

frame his        presentations around, Things Most Baptists Believe, Things Some Baptist Believe, 

Baptists’ Two Greatest Contributions.  Many Southside members know Dr. Humphreys and can 

attest to his depth of knowledge related to Christian theology and Baptist beliefs. Below is a       

biographical sketch that will inform you more of Dr. Humphreys’ life and work. 

In 2008 Fisher Humphreys retired from the position of Professor of Divinity at the Beeson 

School of Divinity of Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. He and his wife Caroline Nan 

Toler Humphreys have two children, Mrs. Stephanie Hoffman and Kenneth Humphreys, and three        

granddaughters, Camille Humphreys, Kate Humphreys, and Jane Humphreys. 

Dr. Humphreys received the Bachelor of Arts degree from Mississippi College, the Master of 

Arts degree from Loyola University, the Master of Letters degree from Oxford University, and the 

Bachelor of Divinity and Doctor of Theology degrees from New Orleans Baptist Theological     

Seminary. 

He was born in Columbus, Mississippi, and was ordained by the First Baptist Church of           

Columbus. He has served as pastor of churches in Alabama, Illinois, Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

 Dr. Humphreys is the author of The Almighty, Baptist Theology: A Really Short Version, The 

Christian Church, The Death of Christ, A Dictionary of Doctrinal Terms (with Philip Wise),        

Fundamentalism (also with Philip Wise), God So Loved the World (with Paul Robertson), The 

Heart of Prayer, I Have Called You Friends, The Nature of God, Southern Baptist Heritage,    

Speaking in Tongues (with Malcolm Tolbert), Thinking about God, and The Way We Were. He is 

the editor of Nineteenth Century Evangelical Theology. He has contributed articles and reviews to 

various journals and has written lessons for use in Sunday School and in other settings.  



WORLD CHANGERS RETURNING TO BIRMINGHAM 
During the week of June 7-13, we will be sponsoring a crew from World 
Changers.  These youth gather from all over the country to come to Bir-
mingham to work with those less fortunate who are unable to make re-

pairs to their homes.  The youth might be painting, putting on a roof, cleaning debris, or basic 
construction.  But believe me, these youth work…and work hard. 
 
There are several ways in which you might want to help.  First, you can help to make lunches 
each morning, you can provide cookies or brownies for desserts, you can donate money to help 
with the purchase of the food, and most importantly, you can pray for the youth, their leaders, 
and the people for whom they are working. 
 
If you are willing to help make lunches or provide desserts, please contact Aleesa Naish at                                
anaish@southsidebirmingham.org. 

 
 
 

The youth will be attending PASSPORT again this summer at Wingate University outside of 
Charlotte, North Carolina.  PASSPORT is not only a Youth Camp, but also a time for youth to 
participate in mission projects, to meet other youth from around the country, to participate in 
extensive Bible Study, and to just hang out and to have fun.  On Wednesday evening, June 
10, the youth will again be helping to set up and bus tables for our evening meal.  In addition, 
they will be glad to help you with refills and other things which you may need.  If you are able, 
please help support their efforts in this experience by providing tips for them.  You may also 
give donations to help with scholarships. Thank You.  For more information, please contact 
Aleesa Naish at anaish@southsidebirmingham.org.  

CHILDREN’S DAY AT HARGIS   
On Saturday, July 18, the children will be headed to the Hargis Retreat Center for a day of 
Bible School and fun.  We will be leaving the church at 8:00 am and will return by 4:30.  We 
will be participating in crafts, Bible stories, recreation, including swimming and much, much 
more.  Put this date on your calendar.  Your child/children will thank you for it later! 
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JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Randy Starnes       6/1  
Deborah Bashinsky  6/5 
Rebecca Miller   6/5 
Ben Sibley     6/6 
Gabriel Watts    6/6 
Dan Elkins     6/7 
Cayce Cook    6/10 
Lindsey Lawrence  6/10 
Charles Foshee   6/11 
Kevin Pruitt    6/11 
Scott Horne    6/12 
Christopher Hartsell  6/15 
Chris Fisher    6/16 
Rufie Lewis    6/16 
Donna Wilson    6/16 
Daniel Wood, Jr.   6/17 
Summer Basgier   6/18 
Russ Potter     6/18 
Rusty Bennett    6/19 
Clara Taylor    6/19 
Gerald Huie    6/20 
Camille Lessman   6/21 
Jenny Lessman   6/21 
Mark Richards    6/21 
Lucy Gamble    6/22 
Orlando Ford    6/23 
Libby Jones    6/23 
Peggy Miller    6/23 
Dale Massey    6/25 
Kellie Vosteen    6/26 
Benjamin Williams  6/26 
Robert Blackshear  6/27 
Abby Brandenburg  6/28 
Catherine Hoffman  6/28 
Bob Peoples    6/28 
Cathy Coker    6/29 
Brent Thompson   6/29 
Todd Cantrell    6/30 
Heather Sears    6/30 

PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL     
ADDRESS IF YOU HAVE ONE.  
WE CAN SAVE PAPER AND 
POSTAGE AND YOU WILL GET 
A WEEKLY COLUMNS AND 
THE MONTHLY COLUMNS. 

JULY  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Aaron Branham  7/1 
Melissa Hyche   7/2 
Mimie Player   7/2 
Gladys Waugh   7/2 
Ray Kersh    7/3 
Joe King     7/3 
Sandra Brock   7/5 
Adrienne Meuse  7/5 
Neal Hardin   7/7 
Nathan Kelley   7/8 
Jim Toothaker   7/8 
April Brush    7/11 
Florinne Campbell 7/16 
Gene Branham  7/16 
Amy Nichols   7/18 
Warren Kinney, Jr. 7/20 
Bud Hallmark   7/22 
Paul Chandra   7/23 
Jim Richards   7/23 
Hannah Griffeth  7/24 
Yoshimi Saito   7/25 
Chris Sims    7/25 
Savannah Basgier  7/26 
Jim Furr     7/26 
Ron Owen    7/26 
Rick Rogers   7/30 

Keep up with all that is         
happening at Southside       
Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site 
southsidebirmingham.org and 
view all of the information       
currently available. The home 
page now features member login 
to AccessACS, a feature that     
allows you access to an online 
directory of current SSBC     
members, Sunday School classes. 
It also allows you to view your 
personal profile, and to update it 
with information such as a change 
of address or phone number.  If 
you have not set up your member 
login, go to the SSBC web site, 
click on the member login button 
and you will be directed to the 
login page for AccessACS.     
Follow the set up instructions on 
this page. If you have difficulty 
gaining access, email Tim Kelley 
at     
telley@southsidebirmingham.org 
and a user ID and login password 
will be emailed to you. 

ATTENTION BUS DRIVERS: 
 
PICK UP TIME WILL REMAIN 
THE SAME AFTER THE NEW 
SUMMER HOURS BEGIN. 



 

Mission Trip to Perry County, July 9-11 
 
Volunteers are needed for our Summer Mission Trip to Perry County.  The Sowing Seeds of Hope 
staff is identifying several construction/repair projects that will be matched to our volunteers’ skill 
sets. Whatever your skill level or talents, there are opportunities to use them in this mission project. 
We will leave Birmingham on Thursday, July 9, at 7:00 a.m., and arrive in Marion by midmorning. 
Plans are to meet with the staff of Sowing Seeds of Hope for a brief orientation on our specific      
projects, and then travel to our assigned work site.  
If you can join in this effort for all three days or if you would like to drive down for one of the days 
(Thursday-Saturday), your help will be greatly appreciated. Mission trips always provide great     
opportunities to use our gifts and talents to help others, to meet and learn about individuals from 
other areas and to experience rich fellowship with the mission team members. The cost for meals and 
accommodations for each day will be approximately $25.00.  
An organizational meeting will be held in Room 140 on Wednesday, June 19, at 5:30 p.m. for     
anyone who would like to participate in this mission effort. 
If you would like to sign up as a volunteer, of if you would like more information, please call the 
church office (933-8381) or email me at tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org. 

Senior Trip to Gees Bend 
 

Come join us for six hours of fun 
and education at Gees Bend. 
 

Contact Peggy Gentry for more 
information. 

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will not be     
meeting during the summer months due 
to the new summer schedule.  We will 
resume in September. 

Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on the      
communion table for Sunday  
worship in honor of or in memory of 
loved ones by calling the Church   
Office. It is important to call early for 
certain dates are already booked. 



SSBC Financials for Period April FY 2009    

     

 
April Ac-

tual April Budget 

Variance 
(over/under 

Budget) 
2009 FY 
Budget  

Revenues       
Tithes 42879  47917  (5038) 575000  
Income from Ministries 5488  5738  (250) 68850  
Trust Income 3462  14167  (10705) 170000  
Interest  0  0  0  
Other 1297  1292  5  15500  
Total Revenue 53125  69113  (15987) 829350  

      
Expenses       
Missions 1848  2083  (235) 25000  
Office & Printing 5765  4507  1258  54085  
Building           utilities 5948  9333  (3386) 112000  
     "      maintenance 5496  4696  800  56350  
     "             insurance 100  2083  (1983) 25000  
    "    miscellaneous 864  1308  (445) 15700  
food costs 1841  2083  (242) 25000  
food income (1928) (1625) (303) (19500) 
Building Personnel 6126  5368  758  64415  
Worship and Music 2843  1500  1343  18000  
Christian Growth 393  1417  (1024) 17000  
Ministerial & Support 38421  36358  2063  436300  
Total Expenses 67718  69113  (1395) 829350  

      
Operating Deficit Budgeted    $0  
Actual Operating Surplus/ (Deficit) (14593) 0  (14593)  

Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers are needed to help carry out several ministries of the church.  Please look at the list of ministries 
needing volunteers immediately and prayerfully consider how you can be involved as we all minister to our 
community and beyond. You may contact the church office for more details or leave your name to be    
contacted by one of the coordinators or a member of the church staff. 

 
 

These are only a few of the many ministries of SSBC, if you have an interest or skill in some area and would like to    
volunteer please contact the church office and you will be placed in contact with someone who can help you connect 
with the right ministry coordinator. 

Clothes Closet Individuals to sort and prepare clothes for clients. 
(Can be done most anytime a volunteer can work. 

Food Bank Assist Food Bank Service Group with Food distribution every Tuesday 6:30 
-7:30 am. 
Coordinator: Brent Thompson 

The Table Help with the preparation and serving of Food at the Fire House Shelter on 
Sunday afternoon once every 4-6 weeks. 
Coordinator: Wanda Cantrell 

Building Painting and Repair Improve interior appearance of building by helping with minor repairs and/
or painting areas that need a fresh coat of paint. (Done in conjunction with 
the church facilities and utilization committee) 
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Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 
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