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    From Your Pastor                   Calendar of Events 
Nov. 1      DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  
   TIME STARTS!  Set your 
   clocks back one hour  
   Saturday night. 
   All Saints Day &  
   Communion  
Nov. 1      Jazz Vespers 5:30 pm 
Nov. 8  Wellness Program 
Nov. 12 Baptist Happy Hour 5:30 
Nov. 15 Missions Summit 
Nov. 18     Deadline for Operation  
   Christmas Child donations 
Nov. 22    Covered Dish Luncheon 
Nov. 25    Community  
                 Thanksgiving Service 
Nov. 28    BHN Gift Wrapping at 
        Brookwood Mall 
Dec. 4  Parents Night Out  5:30 pm 
Dec. 12  Wellness Program on  
   Saturday.  We will meet at 
   IHOP in Irondale and then 
   go to Ruffner Mountain. 
Dec. 13 Vivaldi’s Gloria during  
   worship.  Southside Baptist 
   Sanctuary Choir, Soloists  
   and Orchestra 
Dec. 19    BHN Gift Wrapping at 
            Brookwood Mall 
Dec. 20-26 Temple Emanu EL hosting 
   BHN at Southside  
�

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will be continuing 
this month.  We will meet on November 8 
after worship for a nutritious lunch and 
then go to the Botanical Gardens to walk.  
 

BAPTIST HAPPY HOUR! 
Thursday, November 12th 

 5:30-7:30 pm Cantina 
2901 2nd Avenue South 

Pledges made through 
September 2009: 
      $369,059.00 
Pledges received through 
September 2009: 
      $  82,885.00 
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I listened to “preaching” on AM radio this week while traveling in the 
car as a way to make time pass. Most of the men and women who 
screamed enthusiastically into the microphone were from local        
congregations. One female pastor kept my attention for a few miles 
with her take on Halloween and All Saints Day. She was against it all!  
“You have been warned”, she said over and over again with an         
increasing cadence, “you have been warned!” “If you invited           
Halloween and All Saints Day into your church, you are inviting the 
devil himself, and God ain’t goin’ to protect you when you invite in 
the devil!” 
 

Taking that warning into consideration, and certainly not wanting any 
more devil in the church than we already have, we will be observing 
All Saints Day on the first Sunday in November. It is an observation 
throughout the Christian Church when we remember those individuals 
in our congregation who have died in the past year as well as all the 
saints who have gone before us. It is not a time to worship the dead, as 
my radio preacher also suggested, but rather a time to offer thanks to 
God for those persons who have added meaning to our lives and to the 
world. As has become our custom, we will “name” the saints in our 
worship as a way of honoring and remembering. 
 

I am very excited about All Saints Sunday Night as we bring back Jazz 
Vespers at 5:30 in our Sanctuary for a very special evening featuring 
our Jazz Band and Ricky Powell.  This Jazz Vespers will be lovingly 
dedicated to Barbara Watts who is one of our saints who died this past 
year and who loved Jazz Vespers greatly. This should be as powerful 
as it is entertaining. You will certainly want to come.   
 

There is a buzz of activity this time of year at Southside.  Do not miss 
anything, 
 

I enjoy being your pastor. 
Steve 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Sunday Supper at the Preacher’s House 
 

You will be invited sometime this year to Sunday supper at the home 
of Libby and Steve through your personal deacon. The deacon body is 
hoping that you will respond to an invitation by your deacon to share 
Sunday night fellowship and supper with other Southsiders throughout 
the next year.  Deacons Stan Glasscox and Beth Nigri will be           
contacting their families for a supper invitation for November 15 at 
6:00 pm.  
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SSBC Financials: April to Sept 2009   

     

  Actual  Budget  

YTD 
Variance 

Under 
Budget 

Revenues      
Tithes $218,775  $287,500   ($68,725) 
Income from Ministries $27,984  $34,425   ($6,441) 
Trust Income $93,353  $93,745   ($392) 
Other $5,919  $7,750   ($1,831) 
Total Revenue $346,031  $423,420   ($77,389) 

     
Expenses      
Total Expenses $420,543  $421,349   ($806) 

     
Actual Operating (Deficit) ($74,512) $2,071   ($76,583) 

Perry County Mission Trip                                                                                        
 

The Perry County summer mission trip, July 9-11, was a great experience for all that made the 
trip to Marion, AL. Working along side fellow Southsiders and individuals with the Self Help 
Housing project, we learned a great deal about one another as we focused our efforts on     
building one of the houses made possible through the Self Help Housing program. We were 
truly blessed through this process as we represented Southside by doing our best to be the   
presence of Christ in this community. Thanks to all of you who supported this work with your 
prayers and your gifts, and thanks to all who gave your time to be on mission in Perry County.  
Those on the    mission team were: Ginger Aaron, April Brush, Cathy Coker, Darlene Green, 
Steve Jones,  Annah Kelley, Dawn Kelley, Tim 
Kelley, Kevin Pruitt, Larry Thompson, Cindy 
Tipton, and Jeff Worrell. 
 

Tentative  plans are to return to Marion, the 2nd 
Saturday of November.  We are  currently    
awaiting confirmation of that date by the project 
coordinators. Please give prayerful consideration 
to joining us when we return to partner with our 
neighbors in Perry county. 
Tim Kelley 



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  EARL RICHARDS 
 
Ask a few people why they first came to Southside, and you’ll get a  
variety of answers—the warm spirit, the welcoming atmosphere, rich 
opportunities to serve, and great people. 
 
For Earl Richards, the reason was much more practical. “It was 1973 
and gas prices were going crazy,” he recalls. “We had been going to a 
church in Moody, and someone suggested we try Southside because we 
could walk to church from the UAB campus and save on gas.” 
 
Thirty-six years later, Earl and his wife Rosetta no longer walk to church, nor do they live on the     
campus where Earl worked for 20 years and where Rosetta attended nursing school. But they wouldn’t 
think of going elsewhere. “We have hung in here, through good times and bad,” Earl says. 
 
Today, it is greatly to the benefit of Southside that the Richards have stayed, as both are among the 
church’s best workers and witnesses. Retired from Children’s Hospital after 25 years there, Rosetta 
serves as parish nurse, an unpaid staff position that has her seeing to the well-being of members almost 
on a daily basis. 
 
And Earl has put his considerable carpentry skills to work helping to care for the old building, where he 
says there is always something to do. “This is my house,” he says. “I want it to look decent.” 
 
Among other things, he has remodeled what were decrepit restrooms on the second floor near where 
Shepherd’s Center meets. Both bathrooms sport clean new paint and gleaming tile floors. Shepherd’s 
Center also has a new computer room, which was a storage room before Earl worked his magic there. 
 
He has updated the choir room, striped the parking lot, and now he is tackling the rotting gym floor. He 
and Associate Pastor Tim Kelley are taking on projects as they can get to them. “It is a pleasure to work 
with Tim on this stuff, because he has been in construction and knows how to do it right,” Earl says. 
And he takes great pleasure in saving the church money by using leftover material from the recent  
renovation of Drennen Hall and other areas. 
 
Earl knows how to do things right, after a lifetime of carpentry work and painting. It’s in his genes, as 
his father was a finish carpenter and he started out as a carpenter in his hometown of New Brockton in 
south Alabama. 
 
Both Earl and Rosetta are from New Brockton, and they married in 1963. Their son Keith was born in 
1968, but died four years later from a heart condition. A year after that, they moved to Birmingham 
with toddler Mark so that Rosetta could attend nursing school at UAB. They ended up living on campus 
for 21 years, where Earl was on-site resident manager. 
 
He also ran cleaning and painting crews there, and he held a variety of other jobs after he left UAB,  
including a stint as a house painter. In a prior life, he also worked for the state military department    
repairing National Guard armories. 

He and Rosetta both retired in 2007, “and we spend more time together now than we ever have,” Earl 
says. He also says they “have been trying to move back” to New Brockton for years. “We have a home 
there, and most of our family is there,” Earl laughs. “But we haven’t gone anywhere yet. I guess we’ll 
be here a little longer.”                                                                                                      Wanda Cantrell 



Keep up with all that is happening at Southside Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site southsidebirmingham.org and view all of the information currently     
available. The home page now features member login to AccessACS, a feature that allows you access to 
an online directory of current SSBC members, Sunday School classes. It also allows you to view your 
personal    profile, and to update it with information such as a change of address or phone number.  If 
you have not set up your member login, go to the SSBC web site, click on the member login button and 
you will be  directed to the login page for AccessACS. Follow the set up instructions on this page. If 
you have difficulty gaining access, email Tim Kelley at tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org and a user 
ID and login password will be emailed to you. 

Menus for November 
 

November  4 
Stuffed Bell Peppers, Baked   
Potato, Mixed Vegetables, 
Rolls, Garden Salad, and  

Birthday Cake 
 

November 11 
Chicken & Dumplings Supreme, 

Turnip Greens, Pinto Beans, 
Rolls/Cornbread, Garden Salad, 

Grits Pie 
 

November 18 
Pork Loin/Cranberry Sauce, 

Dressing, Brussels Sprouts w/
Leeks & Bacon, Sweet Potatoes, 

Garden Salad, Carrot Salad, 
Rolls, Pumpkin Pie, Sweet  

Potato Cake, Pecan Pie 
 

November 25 
No Wednesday Night Activities 

 

Sunday, November 22 
Fried and Baked Chicken,  

Green Beans, 
Rolls and Cornbread 

DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

Jeff Prince    12/1 
Shelby Watts   12/1 
Selena Belew   12/3 
Duane Davis   12/3 
Brian Grimm   12/3 
Steve Sexton   12/3 
Annah Kelley   12/4 
Chris Slay    12/4 
Jessie Chu    12/5 
Olice Machen   12/5 
Linda Wood   12/5 
Sarah Turner   12/6 
Bob Blalock   12/7 
Michael Booker, Jr. 12/7 
Faye Lambert   12/8 
Mark Benfield   12/9 
Michael Cooney  12/11 
Patty Cline    12/12 
Mark Grimmett  12/13 
Holly Blalock   12/14 
Peg McKie-Bell  12/17 
Lutitia Swanson  12/19 
Yue Zhang    12/19 
Tim Crider    12/20 
Patty Wilson   12/20 
Patrick Snell   12/21 
Catherine Wisdom 12/21 
Lee Thomas   12/23 
Kimberly Ford   12/24 
Rita Macon    12/24 
Jennifer Miles   12/24 
Stan Biggs     12/25 

NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Diane Peoples   11/1 
Cheryl  Simonetti  11/1 
Rick Ash                   11/6 
Jesse Bates    11/6 
Mary Lynn Bates  11/6 
Joan Hardigree  11/6 
Lucille Parsons  11/6 
Savannah Bowers  11/7 
Ruth Notelevitz     11/10 
Will Stephan          11/13 
Charlie Waldrep     11/13 
Stan Glasscox      11/14 
Gregory Watson     11/15 
Shirley Henderson   11/16 
Steve Jones       11/16 
George Triantos     11/16 
Alison Wallace     11/16 
Annie L. Middlebrooks 
          11/17 
Deniscia Goldberg   11/19 
Hayes Williams     11/19 
Curtis Slay       11/21 
Henry Penick      11/23 
Ginger Hydrick     11/24 
Aaron Jones      11/24 
Alan Horne       11/26 
Aria  McMillan     11/26 
Jennifer Graham       11/27 
Tammy Smith      11/27 
Mark Ethridge      11/28 

December Birthdays Continued 
 

Nicole Collar   12/25 
Tina Hallmark   12/28 
Shirley Anderton  12/30 
Tara Smith    12/30 
Elaine Cottle   12/31 
Joe McGough   12/31 
Leigh Slay    12/31 
Kelly Wood   12/31 



Jazz Vespers  
in November         
 
Sunday, November 1 is All 
Saints Sunday and we will     
observe this day with Jazz    
Vespers at 5:30 in our historic 
sanctuary. Jazz Vespers has upgraded to a quarterly 
event of an hour and a half of some of the best jazz to 
be experienced anywhere in Birmingham. This first 
Jazz Vespers of the year will be lovingly dedicated to 
the  memory of Barbara Watts. A part of the program 
will be the music that she loved and celebrated. Get a 
new start with a  Southside tradition on All Saints  
Sunday in November. 

Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on the    
communion table for Sunday     
worship in honor of or in   memory 
of loved ones by  calling the Church 
Office. It is important to call early 
for certain dates are already booked. 
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It is that time of year again when we begin to think about gifts and giving.  
Everyone loves to receive gifts.  During this Christmas season, we will join 
with thousands of others to share the joy of Christmas . . . that “good news of 
great joy” with children around the world through Operation Christmas 
Child. 
 

This ministry, through Samaritan’s Purse, sends gift-filled shoe boxes to some 100 countries as 
millions of girls and boys receive what begins as a “simple gift” but has the potential to     
transform the hearts and souls of both the children and their families. 

 

Fill your box with school supplies, toys, hygiene items, hard candy, socks, t-shirts, caps, 
hair clips, or anything else you may think a child might enjoy.  The only items that are not 
allowed are damaged items, war-related items, chocolate or food, out of date candy,      
liquids or lotions, medications, breakable items, or glass or aerosol cans.   

 

You may pack your box in a decorated shoe box (lid and box wrapped separately) or a clear 
plastic box.  You will also need to place in your box a check for $7 to help cover shipping 
and other project costs.    

 
The deadline for turning in the boxes is Wednesday, November 18.   If you have any       
questions about packing the boxes or other concerns, please contact Aleesa at                        
anaish@southsidebirmingham.org or call the Church Office at 933-3831.  

���������������������� �!"�#�
�

���
��
����#������/�������&
�'����
���
��
��00#���&
�������*���������*����
��

�
��	��*����	�����)��
��,�
���
���*�����
���
��
��01#������	����*�����������������
��
���
��
��."#����)
��
���	���������������
��





�����������
����������������������������������������������������������� 

����	�
���
�

�������������
�������������

Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

US POSTAGE 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 

�

�

 

DAYLIGHT  
SAVINGS TIME  

BEGINS! 
Saturday, October 31,  

at Midnight 
Be sure to set your 

clocks back one hour! 

$�%%�&�	���	   Join us for Jazz        
Vespers, Sunday evening, November 1 
from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
This special event is in memory of Bar-
bara Watts and of all the Saints who 
have who have passed away during the 
year.  Don’t Miss This!!! 


