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    From Your Pastor                   Calendar of Events 
 

Oct.  4     World Hunger Emphasis 
Oct. 10    Perry County Mission Trip 
Oct. 11    Wellness Program 
Oct. 11    Hui Lewis, 40th  
       Anniversary Organ         
       Celebration 4 pm 
Oct. 22    Trip to Honda Plant 
Oct. 30    UAB Fall Festival 
Nov. 1      Jazz Vespers 5:30 pm 
Nov. 22   Covered Dish Luncheon 
Nov. 25   Community  
                Thanksgiving Service 
Nov. 28   BHN Gift Wrapping at 
       Brookwood Mall 
Dec. 19    BHN Gift Wrapping at 
            Brookwood Mall 
Dec. 20-26 Temple Emanu EL hosting 
   BHN at Southside  

�
�

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will be      
continuing this month.  We will meet 
on October 11.  We will have a         
nutritious lunch and then walk in the 
gym or outside.  
 
 
 

BAPTIST HAPPY HOUR! 
Thursday, October 8th 
 5:30 pm ROJO in the  

side room 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pledges made through 
August 2009: 
      $369,059.00 
 
Pledges received through 
August 2009: 
      $  59,975.00 
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Praxis 
 

My new favorite word is one you are going to wish that I had never  
rediscovered because I am going to use it until you are tired of hearing 
it. The word is “praxis”.  Aristotle held the belief that there were three 
basic activities of humankind: theoria, poiesis, and praxis.  There             
corresponded to these kinds of activity three types of knowledge:   
theoretical, to which the end goal was truth; poetical, to which the end 
goal was production; and practical, to which the end goal was action. 
 

In spirituality and faith, praxis means that what we think and what we 
do should not be separated. We learn best when we think and re-think 
our beliefs and convictions at the same time we are living them. In   
religious life we often find ourselves stuck in theoria- -examining and 
debating what we believe and the process and system of that belief.  
Theory may eventually lead us to truth, but in paraphrasing James, 
“What good is it to know what you believe if you do not put it into 
practice?” Praxis! 
 

There are some who believe that we should first become spiritual     
before we go out into the world.  Only then, do we try to bring people 
to an understanding of a loving God and a saving Christ. However, I 
believe that our intimacy with God through Jesus is best developed in 
the    context of carrying out our responsibilities as Christians together 
in community. We may discover that God’s will and way is best 
learned in the context of doing. Praxis! 
 

Praxis has been the Southside expression of faith for a long time. We 
truly believe that faith without works is lifeless faith. Theory and     
production may keep us busy, but practice is what Jesus intended when 
he instructed us to go into the world and bring about the Kingdom of 
God. 
 

I am stepping back and taking a long look at where we are. What I see 
is that our praxis needs some re-shaping and some intense sharpening if 
we are going to be at the edge of ministry. I believe the edge is where 
Southside has been called to be, and we should make our way back to 
that edge. I am not certain what it all looks like, but I do hear the call. 
Many of you have heard the call as well. 
 

Praxis!  There I said it again.  Are you tired of it yet? 
 

I enjoy being your pastor, 

Steve 
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 August Actual 
August 
Budget 

YTD April-
August Ac-

tual 

YTD April 
-August 
Budget 

Variance 
YTD 

(over/
under 

Budget) 
2009 FY 
Budget  

Revenues         
Tithes 42937  47917  183845  239583  (55738) 575000  
Income from Ministries 1290  5738  22894  28688  (5794) 68850  
Trust Income 2721  2721  69213  68816  397  170000  
Interest      0  
Other 630  1292  4959  6458  (1500) 15500  
Total Revenue 47579  57667  280911  343545  (62634) 829350  

        
Expenses         
Missions 2083  2083  10430  10417  13  25000  
Office & Printing 4321  4532  23354  23260  94  54085  
Building           utilities 12078  10920  46688  45640  1048  112000  
     "      maintenance 1812  4113  24138  24063  76  56350  
     "             insurance 575  600  14855  15150  (295) 25000  
    "    miscellaneous 1054  1308  6897  6542  355  15700  
food costs 2323  2083  10003  10417  (414) 25000  
food income (1734) (1700) (7173) (7327) 154  (19500) 
Building Personnel 4889  5368  25433  26840  (1406) 64415  
Worship and Music 790  1500  9583  7500  2083  18000  
Christian Growth 2217  2401  5854  8068  (2215) 17000  
Ministerial & Support 30971  31291  168307  172289  (3982) 436300  
Total Expenses 61378  64500  338368  342858  (4490) 829350  
Operating Deficit Budgeted  (6833)  (687)  0  
Actual Operating Surplus/ (Deficit) (13799)  (57457)  (58144)  

SSBC Financials for Period August 2009 
 

August financials widened our year to date budget deficit by $5000 to ($58,144).  Taken on its 
own, August is about as expected.  The more important issue is the ($58,144) YTD deficit, 
which is not expected.  
 

The cause of the deficit is that giving in 2009 is about $58,000 lower than 2008. (Expenses are 
actually $4500 lower than expected). 
 

The giving shortfall comes from two sources: 1) last year we had special gifts of about 
$25,000; 2) and general giving is about $33,000 lower, either because some members are     
unable to maintain 2008 giving levels or others have delayed making their gifts. 
 

In order to balance our budget in 2009, as we did in 2008, we essentially need everyone to 
maintain their 2008 giving levels, if possible.  At least maintaining your 2008 giving level is a 
personal and meaningful decision for everyone.  But to the extent you can, please support the 
church in this way by either continuing to maintain or increase your giving, or catching up if 
you have just put it off.  We would welcome special gifts as well!  
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the ministries and life of our beloved Church.   
 

Jim Furr, Chairman 
Finance Committee 



Mission Trip to Perry County, October 10, and November 11. 
Volunteers are needed for each of the day long mission trips to Perry County, Saturday, October 10, and 
Saturday, November 11. Matt and Melinda Storie, Cooperative Baptist Missionaries to Perry County, have 
plans for us to participate in several projects. We will be assisting with home repairs, such as building a 
wheel chair ramp and winterizing homes for elderly residents. Additionally, we will likely be assisting 
“Seeds of Hope” with a Backyard Bible Club. There will be something for everyone to do.  Plans are to 
meet at the church at 7:00 am, depart as soon as possible and arrive in Perry county around 8:30 am. We 
will return to Birmingham between 4:00 - 5:00 pm. 
 

Please prayerfully consider your participation in this mission effort. A meeting for those interested in     
participating in this trip is scheduled for Wednesday, September 30, at 5:00 pm, in Room 140.  You may 
also call the Church Office for more information. 

CPR - AED Class taught by Children’s Hospital Staff 
Thursday, October 22   6:00 - 9:00 PM 
 

Please sign up now.  Cost is $35.00 which covers the cost of 
the text book, CD, supplies, rental of manikins and 
staff.   You will receive your text book and CD on October 14 
to give you time to study the course.  I need a head count by 
October 1st so supplies and Instructors can be assigned.  I 
need $35.00 by the 13th before I pick up the books.                                                                                                                                 
Rosetta Richards 

Southside Arts 
 

Sunday October 11, 2009 
40th Anniversary of the Samford  
Memorial Organ 
Huw Lewis, Organist 
 

11:00 Worship - "Bethlehem to Calvary"  
A Festival of Hymns 
4:00 Recital in the Sanctuary 
 

Sunday November 1, 2009 
Jazz Vespers in Memory of Barbara Watts 
4:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

A word from the Administrative Council 
 

To assist our staff in the scheduling of activities, 
please remember to schedule any use of church 
space with the Church Office so the space may be 
reserved for you on the church calendar.  This 
scheduling will reserve the space for your use, will 
make sure that the room is appropriately cooled or 
heated, and will also ensure that arrangements will 
be made to clean the space after its use. 
 

Your assistance is needed in helping keep our 
building picked up and clean.  Our housekeeping 
staff was cut during the building renovation      
because there was much less space to be 
cleaned.  Because of budgetary constraints,       
following the renovation we were unable to      
resume our former level of housekeeping staff.  As 
a result, it is a challenge for the housekeeping 
staff  to maintain the building as it should be.  
Therefore, any assistance you can provide by  
picking up after your class or your meeting would 
be much appreciated.  If you become aware of 
housekeeping needs that are not being addressed, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  T i m  K e l l e y 
(tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org or 933-8381) 
so that he will be able to take care of any needs.  



PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL     
ADDRESS IF YOU HAVE ONE.  
WE CAN SAVE PAPER AND 
POSTAGE AND YOU WILL GET 
A WEEKLY COLUMNS AND 
THE MONTHLY COLUMNS. 

Keep up with all that is happening at Southside Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site southsidebirmingham.org and view all of the information currently     
available. The home page now features member login to AccessACS, a feature that allows you access to 
an online directory of current SSBC members, Sunday School classes. It also allows you to view your 
personal    profile, and to update it with information such as a change of address or phone number.  If 
you have not set up your member login, go to the SSBC web site, click on the member login button and 
you will be  directed to the login page for AccessACS. Follow the set up instructions on this page. If 
you have difficulty gaining access, email Tim Kelley at tkelley@southsidebirmingham.org and a user 
ID and login password will be emailed to you. 

 

Menus for October 
 

October 7 
Chicken Pot Pie 

Vegetarian Pot Pie 
Garden Salad, Rolls 

Birthday Cake 
 

October 14 
Salmon Croquets 

Roasted Fall Vegetables 
Rice and Gravy, Rolls 

Garden Salad 
Apple Crisp 

 
October 21 
Sloppy Joes 

Fries, Cole Slaw 
Chocolate Pecan Cobbler 

 
October 28 

Smoked Sausage and Kraut 
Honey BBQ Chicken Nuggets 

(for the kids) 
Sweet Potatoes and Apple Rolls 

Garden Salad 
Halloween Desserts 

 

OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Brian Wilson   10/1 
Jane Bryan    10/3 
Alan Rosser   10/3 
Joe Basgier    10/4 
Chris McMillan  10/5 
Selesta Tucker   10/5 
Harrison Bender  10/6 
Ian Tucker    10/7 
Sarah Jane Wood  10/10 
Alicia Hanne   10/11 
Huxiong Hui   10/11 
Jerrie McCurry  10/12 
Emmett Weaver  10/13 
Ernest Kinney   10/14 
Pam Layton   10/14 
Chris McClendon  10/14 
Doug Jackson   10/15 
Greg Utley    10/15 
Jennifer Gamble  10/18 
Michael Lawrence 10/18 
Jim Head    10/20 
Lance Hyche   10/21 
Vicki Covington  10/22 
Lisa Glenn    10/23 
Charlotte Horne  10/23 
Laurie Baker   10/24 
Raphael Shepard  10/25 
Christopher Stephan 10/25 
Jon Gamble   10/26 
Paul Billings   10/29 
Dennis Covington 10/30 
Wanda Cantrell  10/31 
Chestena Fortenberry 10/31 

NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
 
 
Diane Peoples   11/1 
Cheryl  Simonetti  11/1 
Jesse Bates    11/6 
Mary Lynn Bates  11/6 
Joan Hardigree  11/6 
Lucille Parsons  11/6 
Savannah Bowers  11/7 
Ruth Notelevitz 
 11/10 
Will Stephan  
 11/13 
Charlie Waldrep 
 11/13 
Stan Glasscox  
 11/14 
Gregory Watson 
 11/15 
Shirley Henderson
 11/16 
Steve Jones   
 11/16 
George Triantos 
 11/16 
Alison Wallace 
 11/16 
Annie L. Middlebrooks 
      
 11/17 
Deniscia Goldberg



Jazz Vespers  
in November         
 
Sunday November 1 is All 
Saints Sunday and we will     
observe this day with Jazz    
Vespers at 5:30 in our historic 
sanctuary. Jazz Vespers has upgraded to a quarterly 
event of an hour and a half of some of the best jazz to 
be experienced anywhere in   Birmingham. This first 
Jazz Vespers of the year will be lovingly dedicated to 
the  memory of Barbara Watts. A part of the program 
will be the music that she loved and celebrated. Get a 
new start with a  Southside tradition on All Saints Sun-
day in November. 

 

UAB Fall Festival:  On Friday evening,  
October 30, the church family is invited to be a 
part of the UAB Fall Festival at Bartow Arena.  
There will be activity booths, a volleyball game 
and lots of fun.  Be watching for more            
information as it becomes available. 

�����������	
�����
���	����������������
�
 

�������������	
����

������������������������������ ���
������������	���
��
�������������������������
� ��������
����
���
�
��
��������������������
�������
��������� ��

�	������
 �����
����
������������ ��� �	�����	��
������
��
���� ��� !!� ��

��������
���������	��
����
��
���������
������ "!�����
����� ���


��
�����

�������
�����������

�������������	 ����
���	��������


�
��������������	
��#
��
�	�������
��
������������
�	 �������������������������

������������	
�����$$ !! �����
���	
����

��
�	�
���������������
�����������������������������
����� ���
��
�����������������������

���%����


�������� ����
���

�
�����&�
�	�
��	
�������������	�����������

������	�
����

 �'&��������������
��(� ����	�������
���)�������*�+
��,��� �
����	�	�
����

 �'-�
����(�����	����� .��	��.����������

�/��
�������
��0�.������*�.
���� 1
�����
���	�
����

 �'2�3�����+(� ����	�����4�
��4�
��������	�&
��
�*�1���
�����
���
�	��	 �!	�
����

 �'+3$�� ������(�����	���������
��������
��
�		!	�
����

 �'5 �� 36�	 ������(�����	���������
��7��8����

991	�����
����������
���	��.	

����:����
���
������ �����	��/�����/�#�
���
����	�������������
�

���������

 �;�����	������
�����������
99/�����������	��1	
���,
����
�
"��������

	
�

��	���#	�$� '��

���������������������
���
�(�����	��������#��� ���� �
99/�������
���	��<��
���

��  ���������

�$� '���������
��(�����	�����=������������ �
99/�����������	��1	
���,
����

%��!
������

�$� '����
����
���(�����	���������4
>�� �
99/�����������	��,
����,
����

&	��	�����

 �;�'���
������
��(�����	�����1
��+�

�� �
99/�����������	��,
����,
����

�����������

 �;�'���
��(�����	�����<	

�-���� �
99/�����������	���������,
����


	�!��%����
����

 �;�'���
������
��(�����	�����0���	��-�

 �
99/�����������	���������,
����


	�	������

 �;�'�
>�������(�����	������
��?������ �
99/�������
���	��.����������=��������	���������,
�� ��

'��������

 �;�'�
�������
��(�����	�����-������+
������-�4��<�� �
�����������1
���

�
99/�������
��0����
�
�.	���
�����	���������,
����

Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on the communion 
table for Sunday worship in honor of or in   
memory of loved ones by  calling the 
Church Office. It is important to call early 
for certain dates are already booked. 
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Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

Birmingham, AL 
Permit # 1792 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 
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