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    From Your Pastor                   
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Sept.   2   Mid Week Theologians 
       Study Begins 7:15 pm  
Sept.   7   Labor Day - Office 
       Closed 
Sept. 10   Baptist Happy Hour 
       5:30 ROJO 
Sept. 10  Angels & Art Silent  
       Auction - Bridge Min. 
Sept. 13   Wellness Program 
Sept. 20   Southside hosting  
       BHN Family all week 
Sept. 20   Executive Comm. Mtg. 
Sept. 21   Deacon’s Meeting 
Sept. 26   Movie Night for Youth 
         and Children Families 
Sept. 26   Jenkins/Delaine wedd. 
Sept. 27   Ty Thornton, Piano 
       Recital 4pm sanctuary 
Oct. 10    Perry Co. Mission Trip 
Oct. 11    Hui Lewis, 40th  
       Anniversary Organ  
       Celebration 4 pm 
Oct. 22    Trip to Honda Plant 
Oct. 30    UAB Fall Festival 
�

Flowers for the Altar 
You may place flowers on the 
communion table for Sunday 
worship in honor of or in   
memory of loved ones by    
calling the Church Office. It is 
important to call early for    
certain dates are already 
booked. 

�
�

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will be 
starting back this month.  We 
will meet on September 13.  
We will have a nutritious lunch 
and then walk in the gym or 
outside.  
 
 

BAPTIST HAPPY HOUR! 
Thursday, September 10th 

 5:30 pm ROJO in the  
side room 
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Why I Am a Liberal 
 

The death of Ted Kennedy had a surprising effect on me and it was 
wholly unexpected. I have admired the Kennedy clan for a life time 
though I have not always agreed with some of their antics. The vision 
of a country for all people, sacrificial public service, and unabashed  
liberalism that the Kennedys lived and preached profoundly shaped my 
thinking as I was growing up. Yes, as a child I heard all the negative 
slurs about the Kennedys. Alabama in the sixties was hardly a hotbed 
for liberalism and progressive thought. Yet somehow I got the        
message. It reached my young ears and later found a permanent place 
in my mind and in my heart. Confessing to being a liberal is akin to 
saying that there is no God in some camps, and it took me years to 
openly say what I have always been. What I have discovered about my 
philosophical and theological development is that what I heard the 
Kennedys preaching as I was growing up was close to the same thing I 
was learning in a Baptist Sunday school about God and Jesus. God 
loves all people, we are to love all people, and we are to pay close    
attention to “the least of these.” I recently heard a portion of a speech 
delivered by John Kennedy in 1960, quoted by Ted Kennedy during 
this past election  season explaining why he was a liberal. I do not    
remember hearing this as a first grader, but it is imbedded in my soul. 
Here it is: 
 

What do our opponents mean when they apply to us the label 
“Liberal?” If by Liberal they mean, as they want people to  
believe, someone who is soft in his policies abroad, who is 
against local government, and who is unconcerned with the 
taxpayers dollar, then the record of this party and its members 
demonstrate that we are not that kind of “Liberal.” But if by 
“Liberal” they  mean someone who looks ahead and not      
behind, someone who welcomes new ideas without rigid     
reactions, someone who cares  about the welfare of people -  
their health, their housing , their schools, their jobs, their civil 
rights and their civil liberties  –  if that is what they mean by a 
      “Liberal,” then I am proud to say that I’m a “Liberal,” 

 

I am proud to say that I am a liberal. Don’t mistrust me for it. I learn it 
from the Bible, and I learned it from the Kennedys. 
 

I enjoy being your “liberal” pastor, 
 

Steve 



 
 

Mid-Week Theologians This September       
 

You are invited to share in a special study group called the Mid-Week Theologians on 
the five Wednesday evenings of September at 7:15 in the parlor. The focus of discussion 
will be William P. Young’s novel The Shack which takes a unique view of faith and God 
in the form of a fictional story.  The group will be limited to twelve participants. It will 
be led by Steve Jones. Participants are responsible for securing and reading The Shack. 
All other materials will be furnished. Sign up through the church office. 

 

Children’s Wednesday Night Activities 
Beginning this Wednesday evening, August 12, we will begin our new  
activities for Children.  This year, with the help of some wonderful        
volunteers, we are beginning a new program. 
 

“Christmas Around the World” will be our focus as we prepare ourselves for the 2009     
Christmas Season.  Every Wednesday evening, beginning at 6:15 our children will participate in 
one of the following areas of ministry:  music, crafts, storytelling, and drama.  The first 
Wednesday of each month, Aleesa Naish will be leading music, the second Wednesday, April 
Brush and Ginger Aaron will lead the children in crafts, followed by Jeannine Pope-Carter the 
next week with storytelling.  The month will finish with a week of drama led by Paul Huie and 
Sandra Taylor.  This schedule will remain throughout the fall. 
 
The best part of this new program is that on Wednesday evening, December 16, the church 
family will be able to see the fruits of our children’s labor as they present to them, “Christmas 
Around the World”. 
 
This is going to be a wonderful new experience for our children and I hope that each of you 
who have children or know of a child who would like to participate will make sure to have your 
child/ren here on Wednesdays. 

Movie Night for Children and Youth Families.   
At the home of Ginger Aaron and April Brush.  Come join us for a night at the 
movies on September 26.  Bring your favorite movie snack and a chair or   
blanket to sit outside.  We are going to watch it on the big screen!  More       
information coming soon. 

UAB Fall Festival:  On Friday evening, October 30, the church family is invited to be a 
part of the UAB Fall Festival at Bartow Arena.  There will be activity booths, a volleyball 
game and lots of fun.  Be watching for more information as it becomes available. 

Sundays at Southside 
As we enter this fall season, we are back to our regular Sunday schedule.  Please join us for a 
light/continental style breakfast at the Gathering, beginning at 9:00.  Sunday School will begin 
promptly at 9:30, followed by worship at 11:00.  Begin this fall with a sense of commitment as 
you make Sunday mornings a priority for you and your family.  You will not regret it. 



SSBC Financials for Period July FY 2009 

The operating budget swung into a $43,000 loss for July, as well as, for April 
through July YTD.  About half of this deficit was expected, since giving is      
usually lower than average in most summer months.  However, this deficit is  
deeper than expected and probably reflects some delay or decrease in giving at 
this time.  Please insure that, to the extent possible, you maintain your historical 
giving level and do so on a regular basis. 
 

We want to maintain the balanced budget that we achieved last year with        
everyone's help.  Expenses are well under control, actually a little less than 
planned. 
 

Thank you for your support and sacrifice. 
 

Jim Furr, Chair  
Finance Committee 

       

 July Actual  
July 

Budget 
YTD April 

- July 

YTD April
-July 

Budget 

Variance 
YTD (over/

under 
Budget) 

2009 FY 
Budget  

Revenues         
Tithes 25290  47917  140908  191667  (50758) 575000  
Income from Ministries 4640  5738  21604  22950  (1346) 68850  
Trust Income 2721  2721  66492  66095  397  170000  
Interest      0  
Other 494  1292  4328  5167  (838) 15500  
Total Revenue 33749  57667  233332  285878  (52546) 829350  

        
Expenses         
Missions 2083  2083  8346  8334  13  25000  
Office & Printing 3418  4382  19032  18728  304  54085  
Building           utilities 10427  11200  34610  34720  (110) 112000  
     "      maintenance 9097  5863  22327  19950  2377  56350  
     "             insurance 4649  4750  14280  14550  (270) 25000  
    "    miscellaneous 2242  1308  5843  5233  610  15700  
food costs 1694  2083  7679  8333  (654) 25000  
food income (310) (425) (5439) (5627) 188  (19500) 
Building Personnel 4269  5368  20544  21472  (927) 64415  
Worship and Music 2213  1500  8793  6000  2793  18000  
Christian Growth 386  1088  3637  5667  (2030) 17000  
Ministerial & Support 36605  38224  137336  140998  (3662) 436300  
Total Expenses 76773  77425  276990  278358  (1367) 829350  
Operating Deficit Budgeted      0  
Actual Operating Surplus/ (Deficit) (43024) (19758) (43347) 7520  (51179)  
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Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help carry out several ministries of the church.  Please look at the list of ministries   
needing volunteers immediately and prayerfully consider how you can be involved as we all minister to our    
community and beyond. You may contact the church office for more details or leave your name to be contacted by 
one of the coordinators or a member of the church staff. 

Clothes Closet Individuals to sort and prepare clothes for clients.  Men’s coat hangers 
(Can be done most anytime a volunteer can work. 

Food Bank Assist Food Bank Service Group with Food distribution every Tuesday 
6:30 -7:30 am. 
Coordinator: Brent Thompson 

FOOD BANK needs rice and dried beans in 1 pound 
bags to supplement what they have on hand.  Also 
paper grocery bags. 

Responding to the Needs Before Us 
 

At the close of our Church Conference, our pastor challenged us with the verse of scripture, “Let us not 
become weary in doing good,” found in the sixth chapter of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 
We have many opportunities to do good things for those all around us. There are so many opportunities 
that we can easily become weary if we do not pray for discernment.  Sometimes, an opportunity         
presents itself with such clarity that we immediately know that we are to respond to the need at hand and 
even how we will meet that need. On other occasions though, we have difficulty and we need             
affirmation that we are on the right track. Scripture is filled with events in the lives of people of great 
faith that struggled to know how to respond to particular needs they faced. Sometimes the decisions 
were obvious to them, but often they struggled to know what to do and how to go about it.  It is in that 
struggling that we discern the right choice we are to make, and in the process, we also learn much about 
ourselves and about God. 
As you see or sense needs all around you, pray for discernment to know how you should respond. God is 
already at work around us and we are granted the opportunity and the privilege to engage ourselves in 
that work. There is much to be done and God has uniquely gifted each of us to meet the needs that are 
ours to meet. 
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians he wrote: “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best.”  May this be 
our prayer for one another.                                                                                                          Tim Kelley 



PLEASE SEND US AN EMAIL     
ADDRESS IF YOU HAVE ONE.  
WE CAN SAVE PAPER AND 
POSTAGE AND YOU WILL GET 
A WEEKLY COLUMNS AND 
THE MONTHLY COLUMNS. 

Keep up with all that is happening at Southside Baptist Church 
Please visit SSBC’s web site southsidebirmingham.org and view all of the information currently     
available. The home page now features member login to AccessACS, a feature that allows you access to 
an online directory of current SSBC members, Sunday School classes. It also allows you to view your 
personal    profile, and to update it with information such as a change of address or phone number.  If 
you have not set up your member login, go to the SSBC web site, click on the member login button and 
you will be  directed to the login page for AccessACS. Follow the set up instructions on this page. If 
you have difficulty gaining access, email Tim Kelley at telley@southsidebirmingham.org and a user ID 
and login password will be emailed to you. 

SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Sam Freeman   9/1 
Carla Woods   9/2 
Shawn Copeland  9/3 
Debbie Hall   9/4 
Carl Lessman   9/4 
Jeff Worrell   9/4 
Billie Hanson   9/5 
Joyce Thompson  9/5 
Laura Graves   9/9 
Bill Gates    9/10 
Ernesteen Jones  9/10 
Teri Smith    9/14 
Jeff Patterson   9/16 
Candy Furr    9/19 
Sue Ellen Chang  9/21 
Reed Coker    9/21 
Paige Sharp   9/21 
Randy Wilson   9/21 
Peggy Gentry   9/22 
Taylor Hanson   9/22 
Don Hines    9/22 
Bea Crowell   9/23 
Adam Edwards  9/23 
Sandra Taylor   9/24 
Elizabeth Benfield 9/25 
Mark Chou    9/25 
Julie Graham   9/27 
Henry Hobson   9/27 
George Davis   9/28 
Jeannie Branham  9/30 
India Ramey   9/30 

Menus for September 
     

September 2nd 
 

Baked Spaghetti 
Baked Vegetable Spaghetti  
Garlic Bread 
Caesar Salad/Garden Salad 
Birthday Cake 
 
September 9th 
 

Mexican Night:  
Tacos or Taco Salad     
Ice Cream and Fried Tortillas 
       
September 16th 
 

Breakfast Bar at Night 
Fruit with Kailua Cream 
 
September 23rd 
 

Chicken Cordon Blue 
Broccoli 
Red Potatoes 
Rolls 
Lemon Pound Cake 
 
 

September 30th 
 

Salisbury Steak and Gravy 
Turnip Greens 
Macaroni and Cheese 
Rolls/Cornbread 
Fudge Pie 

OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Brian Wilson   10/1 
Jane Bryan    10/3 
Alan Rosser   10/3 
Joe Basgier    10/4 
Chris McMillan  10/5 
Selesta Tucker   10/5 
Harrison Bender  10/6 
Ian Tucker    10/7 
Sarah Jane Wood  10/10 
Alicia Hanne   10/11 
Huxiong Hui   10/11 
Jerrie McCurry  10/12 
Emmett Weaver  10/13 
Ernest Kinney   10/14 
Pam Layton   10/14 
Chris McClendon  10/14 
Doug Jackson   10/15 
Greg Utley    10/15 
Jennifer Gamble  10/18 
Michael Lawrence 10/18 
Jim Head    10/20 
Lance Hyche   10/21 
Vicki Covington  10/22 
Lisa Glenn    10/23 
Charlotte Horne  10/23 
Laurie Baker   10/24 
Raphael Shepard  10/25 
Christopher Stephan 10/25 
Jon Gamble   10/26 
Paul Billings   10/29 
Dennis Covington 10/30 
Wanda Cantrell  10/31 
Chestena Fortenberry 10/31 



Peggy Gentry is planning a trip to Dollywood  
and Pigeon Forge for December 10-11.   
If you are interested in going, please contact her. 
 

 

Wellness Program: 
 

The Wellness Program will be 
starting back this month.  We 
will meet on September 13.  
We will have a nutritious 
lunch and then walk in the 
gym or outside.  



 

Southside Arts 
 

a concert series reflecting an inclusive community of grace  
 

            Southside Baptist Church has a long history of outstanding music and arts. Recently, The Facilities        
Stewardship Committee has recognized the tremendous value in making our Sanctuary available as an in kind gift 
for free community concerts.  In an effort to help bring such concerts to SSBC, a series called Southside Arts    
Concert Series is being planned.  This series will feature concerts from local, regional, and national musicians from 
September through June.  These concerts will be free and open to the public.  A service group is needed to help 
with planning and implementation. 
            Southside Baptist Director of Music and Arts, Paul Dease, has been working on the upcoming season but 
needs a service group to assist with this series.  If you have an interest in helping to host these events, please contact 
Paul Dease at jpdease@ me.com. 
 
September 27, 2009             February 2009 
Ty Thornton, piano recital           Dr. Ted Tibbs, 50th Anniversary of Service to  
4:00 p.m.  -  Sanctuary            Southside Organ Recital 

October 11, 2009             March 7, 2009               
Hui Lewis, 40th Anniversary Organ Celebration     Jazz Vespers – Honoring Long Time Supporters      
Hymn Festival During Worship          Sanctuary  -  4:00 – 5:00 p.m.          
Afternoon Concert  -  4:00 p.m. 
                  April 2009           
November 1, 2009             Requiem, John Rutter  
Jazz Vespers Celebrates All Saints Day        Southside Baptist Church Sanctuary Choir and Soloist    
Sanctuary  -  4:00-5:30 p.m.           Good Friday 
 
December 13, 2009             May 2009 
Gloria, Vivaldi              Big Band Concert  
Southside Baptist Sanctuary Choir, Soloist, and Orchestra  
11:00 Worship              June 6, 2009  
                  Jazz Vespers Celebrates Summer Festival 
January 31, 2009             Outside on 10th Court South           
Martinson Scholar Recital and Old Time Gospel 
Sanctuary   -  4:00 p.m. 
 
SOUTHSIDE RINGERS           ANTHEMS AND CANTORS 
                   
On Wednesday,  September 9, 2009 Southside Ringers    August 30 
will resume rehearsals.  If you are interested in ringing,    Psalm 15, John Woods - University of Alabama 
contact Paul Dease or any one of the following members:   Anthem:  The Gift to Be Simple 
 
1.    Emily Holladay             September 6            
2.    Todd Cantrell             Psalm 125, Devin Burton - University of Montevallo 
3.    Brian White              Anthem:  Two American Hymns 
4.    Chris Fisher               
5.    Jennifer Miles             September 13 
6.    Terri Staples              Psalm 116:1-9, Laura Graves - Samford University 
7.    Rodney Allen             Anthem: It is Well with My Soul 
8.    Selesta Tucker 
9.    Donna Wilson                 September 20 
10.  Lon McPherson                        Psalm 54, Zach Banks - University of Montevallo 
                  Anthem: A Psalm of Praise 
 
                  September 27 
                  Psalm 19:7-14, Patrick Jones - University of Montevallo 
                  Anthem: I Will Arise 
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Website: 
www.southsidebirmingham.org 

Phone: 
205.933.8381 

11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 
35255 
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11th Avenue & 19th Street South 
P.O. Box 55058 

Birmingham, Alabama 35255 
                     STAFF STAFF STAFF   

   

J. Stephen Jones,                           Pastor 
Timothy L. Kelley,       Associate Pastor 
          for Ministries and Administration 
Aleesa J. Naish    Minister of Education 
J. Paul Dease  Director of Music & Arts 
H. Edward Tibbs                       Organist 
Sarah Heaslett      Associate Organist 
Rosetta Richards                Parish Nurse 
Robin Vickers              Church Assistant 
Harriette Wilson                 Receptionist 
Eunice Grace    Maintenance Supervisor 
Julie Nelson                                     Ch ef 
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Mid-Week Theologians This September       
 

You are invited to share in a special study 
group called the Mid-Week Theologians 
on the five Wednesday evenings of       
September at 7:15 in the parlor. The focus 
of discussion will be William P. Young’s 
novel The Shack which takes a unique 
view of faith and God in the form of a  
fictional story.  The group will be limited 
to twelve participants. It will be led by 
Steve Jones. Participants are responsible 
for securing and reading The Shack . All 
other materials will be furnished. Sign up 
through the church office. 


